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Moratorium continued to Jan. 2021 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN —- With 
COVID-19 cases on the rise, and 
a predicted yellow designation 
for Belchertown on Thursday, 
the Belchertown Board of Health 
unanimously approved continuing 
its moratorium on Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s phase three step two 
reopening plan until Jan. 2021. 

At its Oct. meeting, the board 
voted not to move into the next 
step and Health Board Chair 
Leeanne Connolly opened 


the conversation crediting the 
members for their foresight on 
Monday. 

“We anticipated this problem 
and we are now going to revisit 
the moratorium,” she said. 

Quabbin Health Director Judy 
Metcalf told the board about 
the recent changes due to Gov. 
Baker’s three emergency orders 
which were announced earlier 
that day. 

“One is mandatory face masks 
in public regardless of (social 


A graphic provided by the 
Quabbin Health District shows a 
Belchertown specific curve tracking 
COVID-19 cases in town. 





See MORATORIUM, page 7 
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Yuletide at the 
Stone House 
starts Nov. 7 


STAFF REPORT 


BELCHERTOWN —- The 
Belchertown Historical 
Association’s Board of Trustees 
announced that the annual 
Yuletide tradition continues, vir- 
tually. 

The auction, crafts items, and 
other specialty items will be 
offered in a virtual format starting 
Nov. 7 at 9 a.m. 

“Like so many other organi- 
zations we’ve had so many can- 
celed fundraisers this year and 
we hope to make this one a great 
success!” said Tom Stockton, 
President of BHA. “The proceeds 
from the auction and marketplace 
will all go to support the Stone 
House museum’s the Washington 
District Schoolhouse renovation 
and other projects.” 

The Yuletide Silent 
Auction begins on Saturday, Nov. 
7 at 9 a.m.; and bids will close on 
Friday, Nov. 13 at 11 p.m. 

The Historical Association will 
be using Facebook @TheBelche 
rtownStoneHouseMuseum to run 
the event online. (Note: you do 
not have to be a Facebook user 
to participate.) Visitors will see a 
variety of items to bid on, includ- 
ing original artwork, jewelry, gift 
baskets, wreaths and more. 

Marketplace at the muse- 
um will be held on the webpage: 
StoneHouseMuseum.org/yule- 
tide — also starting Nov. 7, and it 
will continue through to Dec. 15. 
Smaller homemade crafts, pre- 


See STONE HOUSE, page 4 
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BELCHERTOWN - 
The first Belchertown 
Thrill Tour hosted by the 
Belchertown Cultural 
Council was held in the last 
week of October leading up 
to the winners of decoration 
contest and scavenger hunt 
which was announced on 
Halloween. 

The scavenger hunt win- 
ners were the Micka Family 
for correctly answering the 
most scavenger items hid- 
den throughout the displays 
through town. 

The winners of the deco- 
ration contest were Pam and 
Tyler Bergeron at Mead’s 
Corner Farm with their dis- 
play of skeletons. The win- 
ner of the business category 
was the Valley Dentists of 
Belchertown. 

Gift prizes were donated 
by Stadler Ace Hardware 
and Auntie Elsie’s Oatmeal 
Crisps. 

































First place winners of the Belchertown thrill tour were Tyler and Pam 
Bergeron at Mead's Corner Farm with a display of skeletons. 
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COURTESY PHOTOS 
Winners of the business category of the Belchertown thrill tour was Valley 
Dentists of Belchertown. 





Surner Heating has partnered with the 
Susan G. Koman Foundation to support all 
those whom have been touched by 
Breast Cancer. = 


Call Surner 
and ask for our 
PINK truck 
to make your 
next delivery. 


HEATING CO., INC. 


BELCHERTOWN 


BOS talk 
moderator, 
schedule, 
goals 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN — Select- 
board member Jennifer Turner ran 
the board’s meeting on Monday 
because selectboard chair Gail 
Gramarossa was not available. 


Town moderator 

Following up on a discus- 
sion last week, two selectboard 
members reiterated their stance 
that Town Moderator Amanda 
Halperin, should step down from 
her position. 

Halperin who was elected to the 
position earlier this year, made a 
Facebook post that Selectboard 
members considered inappropri- 
ate, which castigated police for 
not enforcing the state’s mask 
mandate, and indicated the lack 
of enforcement might be because 
they are supporters of President 
Donald Trump. 

She also intimated she could 
appoint Finance Committee mem- 
bers who would be willing to 
move Police Department money 
to another alternative that would 
enforce mask wearing. 

Halperin apologized for her 
posts both online and later in a 
statement sent to the Sentinel last 
week, saying she should have not 
made them as moderator, and in 
an email last week, she said she 
would not resign. 

Selectboard member Ed 
Boscher said in the selectboard’s 
mail, there were submissions 
from the public expressing their 
thoughts on Halperin’s social 
media posts. 

“People are incredibly disap- 
pointed in her thoughts and trying 
to use that position in a way it 
wasn’t intended for,” he said. “(To 
residents) what our are options? 
You have three options — one is 


See BOS, page 14 = 





Editor’s note 


Due to the deadline of the 
Sentinel, which was Monday, 
Nov. 2, the results of the Nov. 3 
election will be published in the 
Sentinel in its Nov. 12 issue. 


60 Shumway Street 
Amherst, MA 01002 


413.253.5999 


CONTACT SURNER HEATING TODAY! VISIT OUR WEBSITE SURNERHEAT.COM 
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East to west rail presentation receives mixed review 


Comment period 
open until Nov. 19 


MICHAEL HARRISON 
mharrison@turley.com 


PALMER — The public had its 
first in-depth look at the draft study 
of building a rail link connecting 
Pittsfield to Boston with sever- 
al stops along the way, including 
Palmer. 

Reaction was mixed. 

MassDOT officials walked any- 
one interested through the entire 
draft, which included three alter- 
natives culled from about a couple 
dozen, in a 90-minute presentation 
streamed on Zoom last Thursday 
evening. There were opportunities 
to ask questions or make a com- 
ment. Some local attendees aren’t 
happy with the draft’s ridership 
projection, saying the metrics 
used drastically underestimated 
the count. MassDOT suggests that 
a more expensive high-speed rail 
would boost the ridership forecast. 

Local advocates want the state 
to create a service that wouldn’t 
be as fast, but would come online 
faster and at a lower cost than a 
high-speed rail. They insist there 
would be enough riders to justify 
building it. 

That estimated ridership number 
could be revised in the final report 
due out Nov. 30 and if not, it could 
be included in one of several sub- 
sequent reports MassDOT recom- 
mends. 

Release of the draft study started 





Supporters of a proposed east-west rail link to and from Boston to Pittsfield that 
includes stops in Springfield and Palmer say ridership projections from MassDOT are 
too low. 


the clock on a 30-day public com- 
ment period that ends Nov. 19. 

“There’s a lot to celebrate, but 
there are a lot of significant gaps 
and one is the ridership esti- 
mates are too low,’ state Sen. Eric 
Lesser said after the presentation. 
“Hopefully they’ll take that back 
and make those updates.” 

Lesser, Sen. Anne Gobi, along 
with town officials and citizen 
advocates, have been ushering the 
idea of the new rail line through the 
early planning phase while working 
to build support both at the grass- 
roots level, in the Legislature, and 
with the state’s congressional del- 
egation. 

“Experts have weighed in and 
said the ridership estimates are not 


accurate and need to be revised,” 
Lesser said. “They used the 
Hartford to Springfield rail as one 
of their metrics for comparison. 
No one would compare Hartford- 
Springfield to Boston-Pittsfield. 
Boston is a much bigger city and 
significantly more congested.” 

Ben Hood, co-founder of 
Citizens for a Palmer Rail Stop, 
is similarly peeved by the metrics 
and the ridership projections. Both 
he and Lesser said they suspect 
MassDOT is purposely low-ball- 
ing the number so it can ultimately 
be used as an excuse to scrap the 
project. 

“It’s not comparable,’ Hood said 
this week. “Now [MassDOT) is 
playing this game that ‘we studied 


it and now we want to study it some 
more.’ Fundamentally, you need to 
shift the discussion to getting this 
train service at a reasonable cost so 
we can get it started. It’s outrageous 
that you can’t connect the three 
largest cities in New England.” 

Hood said an earlier draft had 
even lower rider projections that 
were vigorously challenged. 

“They were four-to-five times 
lower then and the only reason 
they went higher was because of 
the absolute push-back by planners 
from around New England,” Hood 
said. 

He takes solace in the hope that 
there will be a massive federal 
infrastructure plan in the near future 
and that some of the funding will be 
earmarked toward construction of 
a Boston to Pittsfield railroad. U.S. 
Rep Richard Neal has previously 
said he’s in favor of it. 

“T think the biggest person we 
need to work with right now is 
Congressman Neal,” Hood said. 
“He is the key.” 

The Western Mass Rail Coalition, 
which is in favor of a moderate 
speed train that would travel in the 
neighborhood of 90 mph and could 
be completed faster and cheaper 
than a high-speed rail, envisions six 
round trips a day between Boston, 
Framingham, Worcester, Palmer, 
Springfield, Hartford and New 
Haven with connecting trains from 
Springfield to Chester, Pittsfield 
and Albany, New York. 


See RAIL, page 13 
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Richard Loomis portrayed Timothy Kenfield, a musician, during 
the Belchertown Historical Association’s cemetery tour. 





During the graveyard tour in Mt. Hope Cemetery, 
the ghost of Susan Shaw, played by Randi Shenk- 
man, told people about living on the Belchertown 
Common in the 1800s. 
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Full day, before and after school programs 
and a morning preschool program offered 


4 1 3- 3 2 3- &44 7 www.LittleFriends39.com 


Kinbery Alen 


Team.com 






Realty 


11 North Main Street, Belchertown 
413-213-1500 





Professionals 





Historical association 
hosts graveyard tour 


MELINA BOURDEAU 


BELCHERTOWN — With a well-timed, 
socially distanced way of learning about 
famous figures of the town’s past, the 
Belchertown Historical Association hosted 
a graveyard tour. 

Historical figures portrayed by local 
people, including members of the asso- 
ciation, included Susan Shaw, Timothy 
Kenfield, Gaston Plaintiff and Dr. 
Doolittle. 





A weepy widow mourns her husband as part of the cemetery tour hosted by the Belchertown 
Historical Association. 


Mike McKenzie 
MA. Lic. #15648A 


OSHA 10 
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People took an evening trip to Mf. 
Hope Cemetery to get a tour of 

some of the historic figures that 
live there. The event was hosted 
by the Belchertown Historical 
Association. 
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Gaston Plaintiff, portrayed by Dave Crutchfield, 
told tour takers about his friendship with Henry 
Ford during the Belchertown Cultural Association's 
graveyard tour. 
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THE BEST FRESH 
FOR FALL! 


Order Fresh All-Natural 
Thanksgiving Turkeys 


ORDER DEADLINE: 
November 6, 2020 


¢ Bob's Turkey Farm 
“Broad Breasted White Turkeys” 
From Lancaster, MA 

e Bell & Evans 
“Excellent Turkeys” 
From Pennsylvania 


> Ranaall’s Fresh 
Baked Pies 


ap ORDER EARLY 
: for Best Availability 


Apple, Blueberry, Strawberry Rhubarb, 
Fruits of the Forest, Pumpkin, Maple 
Rum Pecan, Chocolate Cream & MORE! 


Ready to Heat & Serve 
From Randall’s Kitchen 


Butternut Cider Bisque Soup, 
Roasted Butternut Squash, 
Turkey Gravy, 

Cranberry Orange Relish, 
Sausage & Apple Stuffing, 









Creamy Mashed Potatoes, \——<— 


Roasted Brussel Sprouts, 
Mashed Turnips & Carrots, 
Sunset Stuffed Mushrooms 


Saecials Novenber 4 - Novenber 10 
Locally Grown Mac, Cortland & 
$4.99 


Macoun Apples si tote Bags........ 

Locally Grown Butternut 

& Acorn Squash ................... 69%. 

Locally Grown 

Yukon Gold Potatoes sw Bog ...°2.99 
Blooming Cyclamen 


Cool Weather Loving S 6° 


Red, Pink & White 
4 Inch Pots 

Holiday Cactus 
Long Lasting Heirloom Varieties 
Pinks, Peach, 
White & Magenta 
4 Inch Pots 


Fall Gold Fresh 
Flower Bouquets 


99 
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631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 


NEW HOURS: 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 7AM - 8PM 
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Local lecture 
by Belchertown 
resident Dr. 
Edward Tick 


BELCHERTOWN -— Ed Tick, PhD, a 
resident of Belchertown, is a nationally 
recognized archetypal psychotherapist, 
writer and international journey guide 
who will be giving a lecture on Friday, 
Nov. 6 from 7 to 9 p.m. 

This Friday, Nov. 6, Dr. Tick will lec- 
ture on zoom for the Jung Association 
of Western Massachusetts. His lec- 
ture will be on “The Archetype of the 
Apocalypse,” a topic relevant to our 
current political crisis. 

Apocalypse occurs when the col- 
lective “shadow,” the dark under- 
lying forces of nature and humanity, 
are unleashed, possess the masses and 
threaten destruction. Apocalypse has 
occurred throughout history. It is found 
in world sacred literature and key writ- 
ings. 

Dr. Tick will explore the archetypal 
dimensions of apocalypse, its meaning 
to us as individuals and in history and 
the threats faced today. 

The event is free to the public. Please 
join your neighbors at the monthly 
lecture and gathering of the Western 
Massachusetts Jung Association by 
visiting the website or clicking on 
zoom: Link: https://us02web.zoom. 
us/j/8983257107. 

He is author of six books, four 
non-fiction and two poetry. He is hon- 
ored for his work in mythological, trau- 
ma and veteran fields. He maintains a 
private practice as well as leading trans- 
formational pilgrimages overseas. 





2021 fiscal year 
grant application 


BELCHERTOWN — The Community 
Preservation Committee will be accept- 
ing applications for grant requests for 
the 2021 fiscal year. 

The applications can be submitted 
between Oct. | through Friday at 5 
p.m. on Nov. 13. The current appli- 
cation form can be found on www. 
Belchertowncpc.org. 

CPC approved grant requests will be 
considered for the May 2021 Annual 
Town Meeting. Any questions on the 
application process can be sent to Jim 
Natle at Jnate7007 @ aol.com. 





Double feature rescheduled 


BELCHERTOWN - Although the 
event was postponed last Friday night 
due to the snow, the Belchertown 
Recreation Dept. and co-hosts, 
the Belchertown Cultural Council and 
Belchertown Justice Collaborative 
present a drive-in double feature 
movie night. 

The movies will be on Saturday, 
Nov. 7, 2020 (It’s going to be 65 
degrees!) Parking begins at 4:30 p.m. 


The Nightmare before Christmas 
will begin at 5 p.m. Black Panther will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. 

Join the community at the 
Belchertown High School park- 
ing lot (access from 142 Springfield 
Road.) 

You must register for each movie 
you plan to attend. Each movie is $5 
per car/resident, $10 per car/non-res- 
ident. 











COURTESY PHOTO 


This year’s Yuletide at the Stone House will be held virtual by the Belchertown Historical 
Association on its Facebook page and webpage. 


STONE HOUSE : from page 1 


serves, and other items you might find 
at the annual event can be found here. 

The association is requesting that 
donors and buyers be local for ease 
of pickup and delivery. 

The Belchertown Historical 
Association was informally orga- 
nized in the 1890s to preserve and 
study the history of the town. The 
association was formally estab- 


lished in 1903 and used the town 
library to house artifacts and books. 
The acquisition of the Stone House 
enabled the association to open in 
1922 as a museum to house all its 
own artifacts. The museum is sup- 
ported by membership dues, admis- 
sion fees, a small trust fund, and 
fundraising activities. The historical 
association and museum are gov- 
erned by a Board of Trustees elected 
by the membership. 


TTTANS TOGETHER 


Our community supports one another, whether from across the room or across the globe. 


Join us for our 


VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE 


to learn about our programs, enjoy virtual classroom 
experiences and take a virtual campus tour! 


MIDDLE SCHOOL - NOV. 16-6 PM UPPER SCHOOL - NOV. 17-6 PM 
WWW MA.US/OPRENHOUSE 
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Belchertown 
Lions club 
President Victor 
Robidoux gives 
goodie bags to 
children and 
their families 
as part of the 
Lions rag shag 
reverse parade. 
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Lions Club hosts reverse rag shag parade 


BELCHERTOWN —- The 
Belchertown Lions Club pulled 
off its first COVID-19 ver- 
sion of its annual Halloween 
Rag Shag event thanks to the 
detailed organization of its chair- 
man, Lion Mike Loftus. 

Loftus had prepared good- 
ie bags of pre-packaged candies 
which were delivered through the 
passenger-side windows to the 
dozens of drive-up vehicles via 
four-foot extension grabbers 

Due to the numerous lions club 
members who were present to 
assist in operations, the waiting 
line never got longer than four or 
five cars. 

Belchertown Lions Club 
President Victor Robidoux said 
the event has been going on for 
67 years, without missing a year. 

“It’s important that residents 


HOLYOKE, MA | 
380 DWIGHT ST. | @CANNAPROVISIONSHOLYOKE 
9AM-8PM MON-SAT & 9AM-6PM SUN 


LEE, MA | (413) 394-5055 
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PHOTOS BY MELINA BOURDEAU 
Chairman of the Annual Rag Shag Halloween Event Mike Loftus asked people ho 
many occupants were in each car so the Lions could give them all a goodie bag 
on Halloween. 


are aware of what the local lions (COVID-19), we wanted to con- 
do, which is community service,” tinue this tradition and remind 
he said. “We weren’t deterred by __ people we’re still here.” 


(413) 650-2500 
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Belchertown Community 
Television schedule 


BELCHERTOWN - This is the upcoming schedule for Thursday, 


Nov. 5 to Wednesday, Nov. 11. 


Thursday, Nov. 5 
8 a.m. — Selectboard — Nov. 2 
10 a.m. — Board of Health — 
Nov. 2 
e 12 p.m. — Storm Water Fee 
Explained 
e 7 p.m. — Selectboard — Nov. 2 
¢ 9 p.m. — Board of Health — 
Nov. 2 
e 11 p.m. — Storm Water Fee 
Explained 
Friday, Nov. 6 
¢ 8 a.m. — Conversation with 
Pakman 
¢ 9 a.m. — Rag Shag 2020 
© 9:30 a.m. — Belchertown 
Cultural Council — David Bates 
Halloween 
e 7 p.m. — Conversation with 
Pakman 
¢ 8 p.m. — Rag Shag 2020 
© 8:30 p.m. — Belchertown 
Cultural Council — David Bates 
Halloween 
Saturday, Nov. 7 
¢ 8 a.m. — Curious Giraffe — 
Kindness and Equity 
e 8:30 a.m. — Curious Giraffe - 
Squashmuck 
¢ 9 a.m. — Belchertown Cultural 
Council - Halloween Stories 
¢ 10 a.m. — Belchertown Cultural 
Council — David Bates 
Halloween 
e 4 p.m. — Curious Giraffe — 
Kindness and Equity 
e 4:30 p.m. — Curious Giraffe - 
Squashmuch 
e 5 p.m. — Belchertown Cultural 
Council — Halloween Stories 
¢ 6 p.m. — Belchertown Cultural 
Council — David Bates 
Halloween 


NAPROVISHONSGROUP.COM 


Please Consume Responsibly, This product may cause impairment and may be habit forming. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of childmel 
J Ot been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be assog@ated healti 


Sunday, Nov. 8 
4:30 p.m. — St. Francis Roman 
Catholic Church 
6 p.m. — Christ Community 
Church 
7 p.m. — Hope United Methodist 
Church 
8:30 p.m. — Storm Water Fee 
Explained 

Monday, Nov. 9 
8 a.m. — Conversation with 
Pakman 
9 a.m. — Belchertown Cultural 
Council — Halloween Stories 
10 a.m. — Belchertown 
Cultural Counci — David Bates 
Halloween 
5 p.m. — Conversation with 
Pakman 
6:30 p.m. — Selectboard — 
Channel 191 
7 p.m. — Conservation Comm. — 
Channel 192 

Tuesday, Nov. 10 
8 a.m. — Curious Giraffe — 
Kindness and Equity 
8:30 a.m. — Curious Giraffe — 
Squashmuck 
4 p.m. — Curious Giraffe — 
Kindness and Equity 
4:30 p.m. — Curious Giraffe - 
Squashmuck 
7 p.m. — Planning Board — 
Channel 191 


Wednesday, Nov. 11 

8 a.m. — Conversation with 
Pakman 

9 a.m. — Veterans Day 2019 

1 p.m. — Meditation with Lori - 
Stillness 

7 p.m. — Conversation with 
Pakman 

8 p.m. — Veterans Day 2019 


jUana use during pregnancy and breast-feedingmay pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this produ 
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fH OPINION 
IN THE GARDEN 


An iconic song and an 
iconic tree commemorate 
Veterans Day 


Ss we move closer to 
Veterans Day, our 
thoughts turn to the many 


men and women who serve or 
have served our country, and how 
we can best remember and sup- 
port them. I think back to when 
I was a young adult and a moth- 
er from town tied yellow ribbons 
all over Ware to support her son 
who was serving overseas. I also 
remember the fad of those little 
yellow magnetic ribbons that folks put on their bumper 
as a show of solidarity. Did you ever wonder where “‘tie 
a yellow ribbon” came from? Read on to learn a bit of 
trivia about an iconic song and an iconic tree. 

We’ve all heard the 70s song, sung by Tony Orlando 
and Dawn that popularized the yellow ribbon and made 
it the folk symbol that it is today. Legend has it that 
the inspiration for the song did come from a convict, 
released from prison and on a long bus ride home. His 
wife was instructed to tie a yellow ribbon around the 
oak tree in the center of town if she wished to give him 
a second chance. If he saw it then he knew to get off the 
bus. Reportedly the tree was covered in yellow ribbons! 

In 1981, eight years after the song’s initial release, 
it rose in popularity once again. The yellow ribbon 
became a symbol of loyalty and patriotism for the 52 
American hostages being held in Iraq. “If you still want 
me, whoa, tie a yellow ribbon ‘round the ole oak tree.” 

I thought it fitting that the oak tree was chosen to 
bear such an important symbol of our culture. It 1s a tall, 
stately tree and its wood is stronger and more durable 
than that of most trees, yet to me it is humble. At the 
height of foliage season an oak doesn’t shout “look at 
me!” like other trees do. It simply waits for the hoopla 
put on by the maples to pass, and then it delights us with 
a subtle beauty that 1s equally appealing. 

Here are some oak tree statistics: There are some 
450 species of oak. Some of them are evergreen, hold- 
ing onto their leaves throughout the winter months. 
These oaks are located in the more southern, warmer 
regions of our country. Even though our oaks are decid- 
uous, it takes a long time for them to completely defo- 
liate. Sometimes it is the next season’s emerging leaves 
that finally push the old ones off. This year it took an 
October snowfall. 

Did you know that oaks get struck by lightning more 
than any other tree? This is likely due to their height, 
some topping over 80 feet at maturity. 

The oak is a member of the beech or Fagaceae family. 
One unique feature that the oak has and other members 
of the family do not is that its nut is carried in a cap. 
The nut and cap together are called an acorn. Acorns are 
a valuable food source for wildlife. Wild turkey, deer, 
larger songbirds and squirrels among others depend 
on the nut for surviving the winter. One way to tell the 
difference between species of oak tree is by their acorns. 
Examine how they wear their “cap.” The cap of the 
white oak is about one-quarter the size of the oblong 
shaped nut. The red oak, on the other hand, has a squat- 
ty, saucer-like cap covering a more globose shaped nut. 

Most oaks tolerate transplanting the best when they 
are young and small in size. The pin oak is one excep- 
tion; its shallow, fibrous root system allows it to be 
transplanted as a larger specimen. For this reason, the 
pin oak is widely used for home landscaping. It is also 
highly sought after because of its unique, pyramidal 
shape: the lowest branches are pendulous, the middle are 
horizontal and the top are upright. 

Did you know that cork is harvested from the bark of 
a species of oak tree? Yes, the cork oak grows in Spain, 
Portugal and parts of Northern Africa. 

The oak tree can grow to be very old. At the writ- 
ing of my reference book back in 1983, there was a 
400-year-old white oak growing in Maryland by the 
name of the Wye Oak. It topped off at 95 feet tall, 165 
feet wide and eight feet in diameter. 

This Veteran’s Day, why not tie a yellow ribbon 
‘round your oak tree or better yet, thank a veteran for his 
or her service. 
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Roberta McQuaid 


Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has held 
the position of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@turley. 
com with “Gardening Question” in the subject line. 





LETTER 


In response to ‘Two BOS members call 


for moderators resignation 
Letter to the Editor, 


As a resident of this community, not 
only should the police department take 
offense to the remarks made by the town 
moderator, but we as citizens of this town 
should as well. 

When the Belchertown police and the 
EMT’s showed up to my dad’s on another 
and his final visit to the hospital, they never 
once asked if he was a republican or dem- 
ocrat, a Biden or Trump supporter. They 
always came and did their job professional- 
ly with care. And I, for one, am grateful for 
them because they put their lives in harm’s 
way every time, they go out on a call to 
help and protect the people in their com- 
munities. I don’t care who they politically 
support, it’s still a free country (although 
teetering). Everyone has a right, and with 
respect, to their own opinions and should 
be reciprocated by everyone. 

I’m very troubled, however, that one of 
our town officials thought it was OK to 


express her personal political bias, suggest 
use of her “power” and influence in choos- 
ing Finance Committee members for such, 
to move police funding. It crosses the line. 
And, as far too many other officials and 
entities across this country think, an apol- 
ogy will make it all better - it doesn’t. This 
is why so many Americans are fed up with 
our politicians and the political system. 

I don’t know the moderator, but I know 
there are consequences to mistakes. I think 
it best and agree she should step down. As 
a lesson for everyone else, we need to nip 
this kind of action in the bud here in our 
Belchertown. We aren’t so naive to think 
that our officials do not have their own per- 
sonal opinions. But it has become far too 
prevalent that those in office or who hold 
some kind of authority, use their power 
inappropriately to push personal agendas 
and/or attempt to silence others using any 
and whatever means at their disposal to do 
SO. 

Donna Buxton 





SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


Guidance needed on Social 
Security and Medicare 


RUSSELL GLOOR 


Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: [ am turning 67 in October 
and as of today, I am still employed full 
time. I really do not plan on retiring unless 
I am forced to. But how do I arrange my 
Social Security and Medical care stuff. 
It seems this subject is like a color, and 
everyone has a different color they like. 
Is there any way for me to figure this out 
with help or on my own? I could really use 
some guidance. Signed: Perplexed 


Dear Perplexed: Okay, let’s look at 
your Social Security and your Medicare 
separately, because they’re two totally 
independent programs. 

You do not need to do anything about 
Social Security until you are ready to start 
collecting your benefits. Since you have 
already reached your full retirement age 
(FRA) of 66, you are now earning Delayed 
Retirement Credits at the rate of .667% 
per month. That means that your benefit 
in October, if you were to claim it then, 
would be 8% more than it would have been 
at age 66. If you continue to delay apply- 
ing for Social Security benefits, you will 
continue to earn those DRCs up to age 70, 
when your benefit amount would be 32% 
more than it would have been at your FRA. 
The choice of when to claim your Social 
Security is yours to make, considering your 
need for the money, your health and your 


expected longevity. The longer you wait 
(up to 70), the more your benefit will be, 
and if you expect at least average longevity 
(about 84 for a man your current age) then 
you'll get both a higher benefit amount and 
more in cumulative lifetime benefits by 
waiting to claim your Social Security. 

As for Medicare, if you are now covered 
by your employer’s “creditable” healthcare 
plan, you can delay enrolling in Medicare 
until your current employer coverage ends 
(when you stop working). “Creditable” 
is a group plan with more than 20 par- 
ticipants. If you now have “creditable” 
employer healthcare coverage (including 
drug coverage) you won’t be liable for 
a Late Enrollment Penalty for enrolling 
in Medicare (or a drug plan) later. If you 
are still working and know your credit- 
able employer coverage will end soon, you 
can enroll for Medicare benefits to start 
coincident with the end of your employ- 
er coverage. Or, after you stop work- 
ing, you can enroll in Medicare during a 
“Special Enrollment Period” (or “SEP” for 
those transitioning from employer cover- 
age to Medicare coverage). Your SEP for 
Medicare will last for eight months after 
you stop working, but you only have 63 
days after the end of your employer drug 
coverage to enroll in a Part D prescription 
drug plan. 


See GUIDANCE, page 8 = 


Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the edi- 
tor should be 350 
words or less in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin- 
ions will be pub- 
lished. We require 
letter writers to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author- 
ship prior to publi- 
cation. We reserve 
the right to edit or 
withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to 
be libelous or con- 
tain unsubstantiated 
allegations, person- 
al attacks, defama- 
tion of character 
and offensive lan- 
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered 
by the author need to 
cite credible, unbi- 
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel 
Editor Melina 
Bourdeau, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel @turley.com. 
The deadline for sub- 
missions 1s Friday at 
5 p.m. 


The Sentine! is published 
every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc., 24 Water 
St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393, Fax 
(413) 289-1977. 


PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO 


KEITH TURLEY 
President 


EDITOR 
Melina Bourdeau 
sentine/@turley.com 


ADVERTISING SALES 
Maureen McGarrett Hall 
mmcegarrett@turley.com 


SPORTS EDITOR 
Greg Scibelli 
sports@turley.com 


SOCIAL MEDIA 


@ The Sentinel 


WEB 
www.sentinel.turley.com 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 





Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
Submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 





THE SENTINEL « THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2020 


PAGE 7 





What helps voters decide? 


LEE H. HAMILTON 
Guest columnist 


ike any American who cares about 
this country, I have a deep interest 

in the results of this election. But as 
a politician (I think one never really retires 
from that job), I take a professional inter- 
est, as well. Not only for policy or partisan 
concerns, but because I’m always interest- 
ed in how people make up their minds on 
how to vote. 

This is an occupational hazard, I think. I 
was on the ballot 34 times over the course 
of my career and have spent a lot of time 
thinking about why people vote as they do. 
To be sure, we each have our own reasons 
for where we come down: sometimes based 
on policy preferences, sometimes because 
projects we care about will be advanced by 
voting a certain way, sometimes because 
there’s one issue we care about above all 
others. Still, I think there’s one key factor 
that doesn’t get taken as seriously as it 
should: likability. 

We’ve all heard this notion expressed 
as, “Who’d you rather have a beer with?” 
Or, as a group of Democratic women who 
were planning to vote for Ronald Reagan 
once explained, they liked the unfailingly 
gracious and courteous way he treated his 
wife, Nancy. 

This is not frivolous. I’d argue, in 
fact, that “likability” is actually a com- 
plex decision. We tend, for instance, to 
like people who are positive, construc- 
tive, and forward-looking, and who enun- 
ciate or profess a feeling of hope. The 
Rev. Jesse Jackson used to have a phrase 
he used,“Keep hope alive.’ Whatever you 
thought about his politics, that optimistic, 
forward-looking view appealed to a lot of 
people. 

We also, whether we know it or not, 
pay attention to authenticity. It’s a favorite 
word in politics these days, but I think it’s 
always been the case that we want candi- 
dates who are not fake and who give you a 
sense of a genuine personality undergird- 
ing their public persona. We know it intui- 
tively, and it plays a role in whether or not 
we like someone. 

There’s a policy element to all this, as 
well, in that we like people who have views 
and values we can relate to. Or, to put it 


another way, we don’t favor candidates 
whose values are alien to ours. Nobody 
fits our likes and dislikes perfectly, but we 
make judgments on candidates based on 
whether they more closely align with our 
values than the other candidate does. 

We also judge “likability” by whether or 
not we think a candidate is going to serve 
our interests.We evaluate them on wheth- 
er they hold roughly the same goals and 
interests we do, and if so,we’re much more 
likely to support them. Which is also why 
we want our candidates to be reliable and 
steady in their views. We want officehold- 
ers we can trust, not people who jump all 
over, Saying one thing one day and another 
the next. 

I think Americans also prefer candidates 
who display a basic sense of honesty and 
decency, who possess a strong moral com- 
pass, and who show compassion for people 
who are struggling in their lives. This does 
not mean we always vote for them—polit- 
ical circumstances or straight-on politi- 
cal calculation can get in the way—but 
I believe that for most Americans, those 
qualities matter a great deal. 

Clearly, a lot goes into whether or not 
a candidate is likable, and one voter’s gut 
sense will differ from another’s. But I can 
tell you that right now, candidates for office 
all over the country are focused on this 
question. 

Campaigning is a matter of going from 
one group to another, sometimes small, 
sometimes large and the question always 
on your mind is how you appeal to this 
group or person, and how you make your- 
self likable to them. In the wake of the 
election, the winners will be patting them- 
selves on the back for having figured it out. 
And the losers will be left wondering how 
they might have behaved differently...and 
been more likable. 


Lee Hamilton is a senior advi- 
sor for the Indiana University Center 
on Representative Government; a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton 
Lugar School of Global and International 
Studies; and a Professor of Practice 
at the IU O’Neill School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He was a member 
of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 
years. 
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distancing). The other one was about 
closing hours. There will be, in all of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, a curfew 
of 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. That means restau- 
rants and different establishments need to 
close at 9:30 p.m.,” Metcalf said. “There 
are exceptions to be out during that time, 
if you have to go to work, if you have to go 
buy food, if you have to go to a pharmacy, 
get medical care... There are more require- 
ments on gatherings, some of them have 
been rolled back.” 

Belchertown is going to be placing more 
signs in areas frequented by the public 
including the town common to remind peo- 
ple about the order mandating masks in 
public places. 

According to the state’s website, “The 
new gatherings order reduces the gathering 
size limit for gatherings at private residenc- 
es: indoor gatherings at private residences 
are limited to 10 people and outdoor gath- 
erings at private residences are limited to 
25 people. The limit on gatherings held 
in public spaces and at event venues (e.g. 
wedding venues) remains the same. The 
new order also requires that all gatherings 
(regardless of size or location) must end 
and disperse by 9:30 p.m.” 

The new gatherings order also requires 
that organizers of gatherings report known 
positive COVID-19 cases to the local 
health department in that community and 
requires organizers to cooperate with con- 
tact tracing. The gatherings order authoriz- 
es continued enforcement by local health 


and police departments and specifies that 
fines for violating the gathering order will 
be $500 for each person above the limit at 
a particular gathering.” 

Metcalf said the town is currently in the 
yellow color code, according to the state’s 
map, and will remain yellow following 
the weekly update around Wednesday this 
week. 

“A lot of the businesses that are impact- 
ed by step two we don’t have — we don’t 
have a music hall, we don’t have a concert 
hall, we don’t have a theater — what we do 
have is auditoriums and spaces in public 
buildings and church halls that could be 
rented for performances,” Metcalf said. 
“Do I think it’s a good idea? With the state 
numbers rising? With Belchertown’s num- 
bers rising? ... Do I think it’s a good idea 
to get 250 people together in a room to 
listen to Christmas carols? Not at this time, 
no I don’t.” 

Board of Health member Ken Elstein 
moved the board continue the moratorium 
until its first meeting in January, which 
would be Jan. 4, 2021. 

Board of Health member Colleen 
Duroshea said she believed it was a good 
idea not to move forward in October and 
an even better idea not to move forward in 
November. 

Connolly said she believed it was not 
prudent of the board to go into the next step. 

“Obviously, we made the right decision 
by approving the moratorium and keeping 
it at phase three step one because the cases 
are going up drastically,’ she said. “I feel it 
would be irresponsible for the board at this 
time to increase those activities.” 


send Us Your Sports Photos! 
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Benson William Hart 


March 7, 2020 


Parents: Greg and Nikki Hart, Chicopee 
Grandparents: William and Deb Godek, Chicopee 
David and Kathleen Hart, Holyoke 


Turley Publications would like to help you 
show off the newest member of your family 
this Christmas, for FREE! 


Mail to: Turley Publications, 
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069, 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 
Please include a self addressed/stamped envelope 
if you would like the picture returned or 
email: jamie@turley.com with headline BABY’S FIRST 
This offer is available to all babies born in 2020. 
Pictures will be published the week of December 14-18, 2020. 


Baby's Name: 


Birthdate: 


Parents’ Names: 


Parents’ Town of Residence: 


Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence: 


Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only) 


Please check the newspaper you would like your announcement to appear. 


_1 Agawam Advertiser News 
_I Barre Gazzette 

_I Chicopee Register 

_J Country Journal 

_I The Holyoke Sun 

I Journal Register 


J Quaboag Current 

_} The Register 

_I Sentinel 

_J Town Reminder 

I Ware River News 

_J The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 








Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 4, 2020 


Turley®, 


Publications, Inc. 


www .turley.com 
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i POLICE LOGS 


Belchertown 


Editor’s note: The following are brief 
explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for 
the weeks of Oct. 21 through Oct. 27. The 
information was provided by a member of 
the police department based on the review 
of the detailed log summary. This feature 
is designed to provide context and explana- 
tion to some of the calls police respond to 
every day. Of the 312 calls police respond- 
ed to, there were 37 incidents, four acci- 
dents, zero arrest/summons and nine cita- 
tions. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 
There were no arrests this week. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 


Wednesday, Oct. 21 

10:03 a.m. — Officers responded to an 
accident on Federal St. One vehicle was 
travelling West on Federal St. when one the 
operator began to slow down to turn into a 
business. A second vehicle travelling east 
and attempted to turn left when the opera- 
tor didn’t see the first vehicle, striking the 
driver’s side of the vehicle. No one was 
injured and both cars were able to be driven 
from the scene. 

12:03 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

5:57 p.m. — Someone turned in a black 
purse with an empty pink wallet and mis- 
cellaneous items to the station. The purse 
was found in a Franklin St. resident’s trash 
can. 

6:34 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 
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CLUES ACROSS 37. High and thin in tone 
1. Upright post ona boat 38. Treat extremely well 
5. sentimental person 
0, Native American tribe 
2. Wear away 


1 

(abbr.) 
14. Where you're going 

1 

1 


4. Rob of energy 
44, Paving material 
45. Cool! 


6. Doctor 
8. Popular Chinese 


CLUES DOWN 

1. More (Spanish) 

40, Famed track star Usain 2. A subdivision of a play 
41. Secure web connection 3. Japanese title 

4, More jittery 

9. Fabric 

6. Luke’s mentor _- 


6:53 p.m. — Officers responded to an 
accident on State St. One vehicle was trav- 
eling south on State St. when a deer ran 
across the road from right side. The oper- 
ator struck the deer with left, front side of 
the bumper. No injuries were reported and 
the car was able to driven from the scene. 


Thursday, Oct. 22 

10:04 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

11:16 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

11:34 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

11:45 a.m. — A 49-year-old Amherst 
woman was placed into protective custody. 

3:19 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

3:39 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

3:58 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

5:51 p.m. — An officer returned a call 
to an individual regarding an issue with 
neighborhood youths. 


Friday. Oct. 23 
12:10 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 
3:48 p.m. — Officers took two reports of 
unemployment fraud. 
4:32 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 


Saturday, Oct. 24 
1:24 a.m. — Officers responded to Bay 
Rd. for a noise complaint. Officers found 
a group of people gathered by their cars 
listening to music in a parking lot. The offi- 
cers advised the parties about the complaint 
and they agreed to keep the noise down and 
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32. Computing platform 
(abbr.) 

34, Snakelike fish 

35. Greatly horrify 

36. Despicable person 

39. Tell on 

40. Ballplayer’s tool 


Wan 43. Central Brazilian town 


would be leaving soon. Then at 1:25 a.m. 
officers responded to a residence regard- 
ing a disturbance involving a large group 
yelling and curing. Officers responded and 
talked with the parties. One party alleged 
they were assaulted someone else. The 
involved party ran into the woods, accord- 
ing to the reporting party. Another offi- 
cer arrived on scene and they spoke with 
the homeowner who said the disturbance 
was caused by loud music. Before the offi- 
cer arrived, a friend went to speak with 
them. The person returned with injuries. 
They said they were jumped as soon as the 
cops left. An ambulance arrived on scene 
to treat their injuries. The group allegedly 
blamed then for police response. The par- 
ties allegedly left the scene. The person 
signed a refusal and stated they didn’t want 
to go to hospital. The incident is on file and 
there is no further information at this time. 

11:09 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

11:46 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 


Sunday, Oct. 25 

9:34 a.m. — Officers responded to an 
accident on George Hannum Rd. One vehi- 
cle was turning left into a parking spot and 
while doing so sideswiped the back of a 
second vehicle that was parked. There was 
damage to both vehicles. No injuries were 
reported. 

2:37 p.m. — An officer dispatched to a 
residence concerning a firearm they wanted 
turned in. A friend of the reporting party 
went into the hospital and wanted the fire- 
arm to be kept in a safe spot. The firearm 
and ammunition was taken and placed into 
evidence for safe keeping. 


Monday, Oct. 26 

12:42 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

1:50 p.m. — A Bank of American debit 
card was found in north main street parking 
lot. Attempted to get ahold of the owner 
unable to do so and placed into evidence. 

4:49 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

7:40 p.m. — Officers responded to an 
accident on North Main St. The operator 
was travelling north on North Main St. 
when a vehicle in front of them struck a 
deer. The operator attempted to stop, but 
was unable to stop in time, striking the car 
in front of them. The vehicle which struck 
the deer was rear ended and was later towed 
from the scene. No injuries were reported. 


Tuesday, Oct. 27 

8:51 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

9 a.m. — An individual called concern- 
ing fraudulent bank account activity. The 
caller reported about a week ago they were 
notified that someone attempted to log 
into their email account. The person was 
then notified that their payment to auto- 
pay account bounced back to due lack of 
funding. The person found that someone 
put $10,000 onto a pre-paid visa with the 
account. The information was forwarded 
to the fraud department. The incident is on 
file. 

9:23 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

9:53 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

10:25 a.m. — Officers took a report of 


unemployment fraud. 

11:30 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

11:56 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

2:07 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

2:16 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

2:30 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

2:30 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

2:58 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

4:19 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

4:46 p.m. — A party came to the station 
with a medical alert bracelet. The officers 
found the owner and contacted them. They 
reported they would come to the police 
department to pick it up. 

8:11 p.m. —A party came to the station to 
drop off a debit card left in a bank ATM. An 
officer located the owner’s phone number 
and notified them that the card was turned 
in to the station. The party came to the sta- 
tion to pick it up. 


Granby 


Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 
Department responded to 164 calls for the 
week of Oct. 23 through Oct. 29. Those 
arrested are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law. All infor- 
mation is provided by the Granby Police 
Department. 


Saturday, Oct. 24 

6:17 p.m. — Officers responded to a 
report of large group people riding horses 
on Rt. 202 causing traffic. Riders were 
assisted off roadway and arranged trailers 
to pick up the horses. 

6:48 p.m. — Officers investigate motor 
vehicle accident on High St. The operator 
drove off the roadway and caused property 
damage. 


Monday, Oct. 26 
10:59 a.m. — Officers investigated a 
report of identity theft. The incident is still 
under investigation. 


Tuesday, Oct. 27 
5:55 p.m. — Officers investigated a report 
of theft from a motor vehicle. Parts were 
removed from the exhaust. 


Wednesday, Oct. 28 
3:17 p.m. — Officers investigated a motor 
vehicle accident on Pleasant St. The vehi- 
cle was damaged after hitting a deer. 


Thursday, Oct. 29 

2:09 a.m. — Officers responded to a 
report of a noise complaint at Motel. The 
involved parties were spoken to and 

advised them need leave. 

11:50 a.m. — Officers investigated a 
report of identity theft. The incident is still 
under investigation. 

2:16 p.m. — Officers investigated a motor 
vehicle accident on West State St. The 
operator drove off the roadway and struck 
a utility pole. 

4:44 p.m. — Officers investigated a report 
of shoplifting at CVS. 


dialect 

19. One point east of due 
south 

20. Northern sea duck 


48, Tip of Aleutian Islands 
50. Indicates silence 
52. Water in the solid state 


7. Cleaving tool 

8. Ancient city of Egypt 
9, 36 inches 

10. Farewell 


44 Court game 
46. Land 
47. “The Partridge 





This article is intended for informa- 
tion purposes only and does not repre- 


GUIDANCE - from page 6 


53. Security interests 

59. Popular hoopster 
Jeremy 

56. Shed tears 

5/7. Low frequency 

58, Harmful bacterium 

63. Common language: 
lingua __ 

65. Standards of perfection 


22. Note 

23. Wives (law) 

29. Irigonometric function 

26. A way to communicate 
(abbr. 

27. Swiss river 

28. No (Scottish) 

30. Commercials 


11. Second to last 
13. Improved by critical 


15. Defensive weapon 
17. Fancy attire 


18. __ Farrow, actress 
21. Completely opposed 


Family” actress 
Susan 
49. Retract a statement 
51. Data executive 
54. Capital of Yemen 
99. Portable computer 
screen material 
60. Electronic data 
processing 


editing 


(abbr) 


The bottom line is this — you don’t need 
to enroll in Medicare until your creditable 
employer healthcare coverage ends. And 
you don’t need to apply for Social Security 
until you wish to start receiving benefits 
(ust don’t wait beyond 70). 

One final point because you were born in 
1953: if you are now married and your wife 
is already collecting her Social Security, 
you can file a “restricted application for 


sent legal or financial guidance. It pres- 
ents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Security 
Association. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmen- 
tal entity. To submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/programs/ 


61. “Matt Houston” actor 
Horsley 

62. Resinous substance 

64. Rural delivery 


31. Large instrument 

33. Chantilly, de 
Menthe 

35, Small, saclike cavities 


66. They consist of two 
parts 

67.A detailed description 
of design 


23. supervises flying 
24. Pouch 

27. True firs 

29, Mistake 


social-security-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 


spouse benefits only” and collect only a 
spouse benefit from your wife, while still 
allowing your own benefit to continue to 
grow until you are 70. But this option is 
only available to you because you were 
born before Jan. 2, 1954. 


Russell Gloor is a Social Security advi- 
sor for AMAC. 
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Teen events coming 
from Clapp library 


BELCHERTOWN - The following are upcoming 
events for teens at the Clapp Memorial Library. 


Teen Pictionary program 

The Clapp Memorial Library will host a virtual 
Pictionary program for teens on Thursday, Nov. 12 at 7 
p.m. Space at this program is limited, and teens should 
email clapplibrarytab @ gmail.com to register. The pro- 
gram, which coincides with International Games Week, 
is open to students in grades 7 to 12. 

Teen write nights return (virtually!) 
to the Clapp Memorial Library 

Calling all young writers, poets, playwrights, and 
novelists! Once again the Clapp Memorial Library is 
hosting its annual program for young writers during 
National Novel Writing Month. This program is a 
great opportunity for teen writers to get feedback, 
build community, participate in writing exercises and 
grow their word count. The first Teen Write Night, 
which will actually be a Teen Write Morning, will 
be Saturday, Nov. 7 from 10 to 11 a.m.. The second 
Teen Write Night is Thursday, Nov. 19, from 7 to 8 
p.m. Each Teen Write Night will be unique, and teens 
may register for one or both of the Teen Write Nights. 
Young writers should e-mail clapplibrarytab @ gmail. 
com for more information about Teen Write Nights and 
to register. This program is open to students in grades 
7 to 12. 


BARC holiday pop up 


BELCHERTOWNN -—Belchertown Animal Relief 
Committee is hosting a holiday pop event on Saturday, 
Nov. 7 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for a little holiday shop- 
ping. 

The event will be held at Belchertown Animal 
Control, 165 George Hannum Road. Items include cat 
toys, dog tails, hats, jackets, t-shirts, masks plus more. 

BARC merchandise makes great holiday gifts for 
your animal loving friends and family and at the same 
time, you help to support a local organization. There 
will be some specials and if you donate, your will have 
a chance to take home a great care package. 

The Belchertown Police K-9 and officers will also be 
joining with all their goodies. 

This will be an outside event and we will be practic- 
ing social distancing. Rain or shine. Masks required. 





Flag placing in Indian 
Orchard this Saturday 


INDIAN ORCHARD -— On Saturday, Nov. 7 at 
10 a.m. until approximately 12 p.m., Indian Orchard 
American Legion Post #277 along with volunteers 
from the Sabis International Charter School’s Student 
Life Organization and a group of volunteers recruited 
by former Springfield Police Sergeant, John Delaney 
will meet at Saint Aloysius Cemetery on Berkshire 
Avenue in Indian Orchard, in order to place flags on 
the graves of those departed veterans who are buried 
there. 

For many years, the post has had the honor and priv- 
ilege of serving departed comrades by meeting before 
Veteran’s Day and Memorial Day to flag the graves. 
As American Legion members are advancing in age, 
the group is pleased to have the assistance of the Sabis 
Group and Delaney’s associates. 

This will be a “rain or shine” activity. 


KrafiMaid 
VAN TAG E 


PTR Pos Tea AL Le bce 


Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry 
Quartz & Granite Countertops 
Complete Installation & Remodeling 


FREE Design, In-Home Measuri 
KITCHEN fesinecs ne Messe 


encounters, Inc. 
& Installation 


15 Railroad Avenue, Wilbraham ¢ 413-596-6535 
www.kitchen-encounters.com 





Custom Built Commercial Cabinetry 








i ) f, be ‘ } 5 ‘ - a ae 2 ; £ ; 4 = , 
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(From left to right) BCOA Staff Cheryl Mailloux, Mariah Diesi, Katy Martin, Kim Rossi, Cindy Kroll, Jessica Langlois dressed up for the Hallow- 
een reverse parade held at the center last week. 


Snow didnt stop seniors reverse Halloween parade 


BELCHERTOWN -— Treats were handed out on the 
cold and snowy Friday Oct. 30 afternoon by Belchertown 
Senior Center staff at its reverse Halloween parade. 

Armed with a free-standing heater to offset the blustery 
winds, staff were thrilled to see familiar, friendly and 
grateful faces, both in and out of costume. 

Program and Volunteer Coordinator Katy Martin men- 
tioned how these opportunities to see so many wonderful 
people are both heartwarming and heart breaking. Both 
staff and older adults alike are missing each other so much 
that tears of joy and sadness accompany laughter and 
cheers of excitement when seeing each other. 

“We all look forward to being together again, but until 
then are so grateful to see so many of those we are missing 
the most in any safe way we can,’ Martin said. 

Staff members handed out premade boxes of assorted 
candy and received some candy from parade goers as well. 








COURTESY PHOTOS 
Jean Mellin smiles wide with her mask while sharing treats she had 
for BCOA staff before receiving a treat of her own. 


Gisela Camihort was thrilled seeing everyone for the first time in 
person since March. Accompanied by her daughter, they drove 
through the reverse Halloween parade twice beeping and waving 
with a costume change in between. 


regain your | 


Q regain your strength 

Q regain your flexibility 

Q regain your confidence F 
Q regain your mobility 


F regain your life 
ug Q regain y 





When you break a bone, tear a tendon, or injure a 

joint, you need care you can trust. Cooley Dickinson 
Orthopedics & Sports Medicine is here to get you moving 
again. We're expanding our services and geographic 
reach, with locations in Greenfield, Amherst and West 
Hatfield, including walk-in Injury Clinics in Amherst and 
West Hatfield. And we've added skilled clinicians to our 
expert team, providing you with more comprehensive 

(ola tare) 8X =\e| (omer-] > 


Call for an appointment: 413.586.8200 


4 West Street 


329 Conway Street 
West Hatfield, MA 


Greenfield, MA 


COMING SOON: 170 University Drive, Amherst 


CE OlO) FS DIS GINO) 


: MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL AFFILIATE 
Our Safe Care Commitment—we screen, ee ee ees 


clean, and protect for your safety. Orthopedics & Sports Medicine 


cooleydickinson.org ADVANCING YOUR HEALTH 


aw Otte; : 
ase, Official Orthopedic Provider 
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Christopher Noga receives 
degree from Nichols College 


DUDLEY -— Nichols College graduated over 300 
students this spring. Virtual celebrations were held 
for both undergraduate and graduate recipients on 
May 2, 2020 with an in person commencement cere- 
mony promised for a date to be determined. 

Christopher Noga, of Belchertown, graduated with 
a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration, 
majoring in General Business. 


Local residents are May 10 
Saint Michael's College graduates 


COLCHESTER, VT - The following local res- 
idents graduated May 10 from Saint Michael’s 
College. 

e Madison Victoria Newman of Belchertown grad- 
uated with a Bachelor of Arts, summa cum laude in 
English / religious studies. 

e Margaret Autumn Patel of Belchertown graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts, cum laude in music/religious 
studies. 

In the midst of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
many among the 501 new graduates from the Class 
of 2020 joined in remotely from their homes in an 
hour-long prerecorded Virtual Commencement cer- 
emony on Sunday, May 10 - energized by ebullient 
and uplifting live-chat and joined by several thou- 
sand graduates, families, faculty and staff online. 
The YouTube event that morning featured words of 
admiration, support and celebration from President 
Lorraine Sterritt, Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Jeffrey Trumbower, Dean of Faculty Tara Natarajan, 
student speakers, alumni and faculty. Nearly 3,000 
people signed in to view the event at some point, with 
nearly 1,500 at one time at peak. 


Fairfield University congratulates 
Spring 2020 Dean List 


FAIRFIELD, CT - The following Fairfield 
University student(s) received Deans List Honors for 
the Spring 2020 semester. 

In order to be placed on the Dean’s List, students 
must have completed a minimum of 12 credit hours 
in a semester, have no outstanding or incomplete 
grades for that semester, and have attained a semester 
grade point average of 3.50 or better. 

Courtney Campbell of Belchertown 


Bryant University students 
named to Deans List 


SMITHFIELD, RI —- Bryant University is dedicated 
to the pursuit, recognition, and celebration of aca- 
demic excellence. The University is pleased to recog- 
nize the students who have been named to the Deans’ 
List for the spring 2020 semester. 

“These outstanding achievements are particular- 
ly commendable as students have overcome sig- 
nificant challenges to demonstrate an unwavering 
commitment to excellence,” says Provost and Chief 
Academic Officer Glenn Sulmasy, JD, LL.M. “I am 
impressed and proud of their resilience, dedication, 
and innovative spirit.” 

Congratulations on this outstanding achievement! 

Adriana Czarniecki, class of 2021, from 
Belchertown 

Ryan Kearney, class of 2020, from Belchertown 

Kiersten Laramee, class of 2022, from 
Belchertown 

Riley Lynch, class of 2020, from Belchertown 

Briana Marcosson, class of 2020, from 
Belchertown 

Bailey Ortensi, class of 2020, from Granby 


Local residents earn degree 
from Clark University 


WORCESTER- The following local residents 
received a degree from Clark University on Sunday, 
May 24. 

¢ Richard Howland Spurgin, of Amherst grad- 
uated with a Master of Business Administration. 
e Jessica M. Martinez, of Amherst gradu- 
ated with a Bachelor of Arts in Geography. 
Clark conferred 465 bachelor’s degrees, 379 mas- 
ter’s degrees, and 39 doctoral degrees during the 
University’s 116th Commencement; the virtual cer- 
emony featured musical performances, video mon- 
tages, and messages of congratulations, pride, and 
encouragement that were livestreamed on Clark’s 
website and on Facebook Live. (No on-campus pub- 
lic event was held this year in accordance with safety 
protocols surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic.) 
Clark administrators delivered speeches live from 
five podiums set up on the Clark University campus, 
arranged to adhere to social distancing requirements; 
the ceremony also included two prerecorded student 
addresses. 






Direct 


from the 
North Pole 





Send a child 
something special 
this Christmas - 
a Personalized 
Letter from Santa! 


Brought to you by Turley Publications, 
this memory of a lifetime is a 
special opportunity to personalize 
a Child’s Christmas holiday! 


They will also receive a 
special gift 
with their 
personalized letter. 


Simply cut out the coupon below, 
fill in your payment information 
and enclose your check for $10.95.* 
The letter will be delivered 
just in time for Christmas! 


Quantities are limited, 


Belchertown children’s meals program menu 
so don’t delay, order today! 


For the week of Nov. 9 to 13 Wednesday tomato soup 
Veterans Day no school 
Note: Tuesday through Thursday Note ONLY ONE NAME PER LETTER PLEASE. 
are small meal kit items Thursday Pre-k and Kindergarten will offer *¢10.95 for the first one, $9.95 for each additional 
Breakfast: pop tarts, cheese stick, a daily in-school alternative choice: Please inclu de phon aan 
Monday fruit Muffin, yogurt, vegetable, fruit, and Mak BeAr iGs a i. 12/18/20 
Breakfast: cereal, cheese stick, Lunch: loaded beef nachos, crunchy milk aK@ COPIES OF LS TOF aS Needed. EXpires ‘ 


100% juice 
Lunch: hamburger, fries, fruit 


Grades 1 though 6 will offer a daily 
in-school alternate choice: Sunbutter 


pepper strips 
CHILD’S NAME(S) 

















Friday and Jelly sandwich, vegetable, fruit 
Tuesday Small meal kits come home and and milk 
(Small meal kits come home) orders due today for week four Grades 7 to 12 will offer daily 
Breakfast: cereal bar, yogurt, fruit Breakfast: cereal, yogurt, 100% in-school alternative choices: pizza 
Lunch: cheese pizza, broccoli, juice, milk station, deli bar and pre-made salads SHIPPING ADDRESS 
snack size Rice Krispie treat Lunch: grilled cheese, tater tots, 
CITY STATE ZIP 
The market changes. Youn na 
Cd e | ADDRESS 
Are you prepared: 
S858 —————————— SS CY STATE ZIP 
pees ™ Accessories? 
Tom McRae Sade : PHONE 
Financial Advisor hae PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 
Service 
1 O O UJ nN ive rs | ty D r Dealer _]CHECK [LJVISA (~JMASTERCARD [LJAMEX (DISCOVER 
First Floor Suite 3 ana 
piccan fi: ) EXP DATE: 3 DIGIT CODE: 
Amherst, MA 01002 a 
PHONE: 
415-549-1979 BOYDEN 
MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 


PERRON, INC. 


41 So. Whitney St., Amherst 


413-253-7358 
Hours: M-F 8-5:30, Sat 8-12 
www.boydenandperron.com 


Santa at Turley, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-283-8393 or email: ar@turley.com, 
(Subject: Santa) for immediate assistance. 
Quantities are limited. Turley Publications reserves the right to end offer at any 


time. Payment will be returned if offer expires due to limited quantity being sold 
out or multiple names per letter. Sales are based on a first come first serve basis. 


Edward Jones 


MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 
edwardjones.com 
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— GRANBY 


Bingo for 
businesses 


BY DALTON ZBIERSKI 
Staff Writer 


nesses, the South Hadley and Granby Chamber of 
Commerce has launched a creative new activity for 
all to partake in. 

The chamber recently created a bingo square that fea- 
tures all of its members. Residents who complete a row 
by presenting receipts acquired from participating busi- 
nesses will become eligible to win one of several prizes. 

“The concept is simple. It’s the game bingo and it’s 
Open to any person,” said Chamber President Michelle 
Theroux. “They can download a bingo card, print it up 
or just use it electronically and take a picture with their 
phone of the receipt or save the hard copy of it. Once 
they have a bingo, they can mail it into the chamber 
office or email it.” 

With no end to the COVID-19 pandemic in sight, 
local businesses are going to great lengths to stay afloat. 
The chamber’s bingo initiative, which lasts through 
Nov. 25, offers residents an incentive to visit a diverse 
lineup of establishments. 

“As people are gearing up for the holiday season, 
they know that it will feel and look a little bit different 
this year,” said Theroux. “Now is the opportunity to get 
gift cards or to do home improvement or get your car 
repaired. This isn’t specifically restaurants; we tried to 
include a variety of businesses that are really represen- 
tative of our membership.” 

No price points are associated with any of the busi- 
nesses or bingo squares. The chamber wanted to make 
the game affordable for all who wish to participate. 

Thinking outside of the box has been integral to the 
success or continued existence of many local businesses 
this year. Theroux discussed the importance of finding 
new ways to conduct operations during a pandemic that 
shows no signs of stopping. 

“People really did think creatively and differently 
probably because it was a matter of survival,” she said. 
“Tt certainly speaks to the tenacity of our local business- 
es. It shows that folks were able to pivot and shift their 
business platforms to work from home models or going 
virtual to delivery services or to do curbside pickup or 
delivery for folks who were not comfortable going into 
stores.” 

Included on the bingo square are Swenson Granite 
on Granby Rd., Ebenezer’s Bar & Grill on Bridge St., 
Tower Theatres on College St., Thirsty Mind Coffee 
and Wine Bar on College St., The Boathouse on Alvord 
St., Board & Brush on College St., Dickinson Farm & 
Greenhouse on E. State St., Orangetheory Fitness in 
Hadley and the Summit View Banquet and Meeting 
House in Holyoke. 

Also featured are Liquor Town on Granby Rd., 
the Whiskey Barrel on Lyman St., CRAFT Salon on 
Granby Rd., Ledges Golf Club on Mulligan Dr., Veryl’s 
Automotive Services, Inc. on Newton St., Odyssey 
Bookshop on College St. Ron’s Precision Automotive 
on Granby Rd., and Orchards Golf Club in Hadley. 

The Food Bank of Western Massachusetts in 
Hatfield, the Yarde Tavern on Hadley St., Johnny’s Tap 
Room on College St., Chap de Laine’s Interiors, Inc. on 
College St., Moxy Boutique on College St., Drunken 
Rabbit Brewing on New Ludlow Rd., Serenity Yoga on 
College St. can also be found on the square. 

Many of the businesses participating in the game 
offered up gift cards ranging from $25 to $100 as 
prizes. Theroux divulged when the winners will be 
announced. 

“All winning bingos will be entered into a drawing, 
and we will select at random the winners. The game 
closes on Nov. 25, and we will be drawing the winning 
bingos on the 30",” she said. 

To view a bingo card, one can is encouraged to visit 
shgchamber.com/events. 


[: a campaign to drum up support for local busi- 


Dalton Zbierski is a staff writer and can be reached 
at dzbierski@ turley.com. 





Lions Club announces new 
community service project 


GRANBY -— Rather than serving pancakes this 
months, the Granby Lions Club is instead serving fire- 
wood. 

The Granby Lions Club will be offering partially 
seasoned firewood, up to quarter of a cord, on Saturday, 
Nov. 7 in the parking lot at Dressel’s Service Station on 
Rt. 202. Granby residents are invited to stop by from 11 
a.m. until 2 p.m. with your trailer, small pick-up, or car 
trunk to receive the firewood. 

Donations will be accepted for our Granby Lions 
groundhog fuel assistance fund which helps residents 
with their heating needs next Feb. 2 through March 16, 
2021. 





Granby preservation society serves scares 





PHOTOS BY MELINA BOURDEAU 
Granby Historical Preservation member and event coordinator 






‘x 
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Dulce Gendreau dressed up as a scary clown as part of the group’s 
outdoor Halloween event. She said the group was pleased at the 
turn out, serving many people throughout the evening. 





Using extenders, volunteers handed out goodie bags to children at 
the drive through Halloween event hosted by the Granby Preserva- 
tion Society last weekend. 


a, 





Granby Preservation Society provided people with candy and toys as 
part of the Halloween festivities last weekend at Kellogg Hall. 





Granby, South Hadley library collaborative 
hosts Nov. parenting workshops 


REGION — Parents of young 
children are invited to check out 
great upcoming Collaborative for 
Education workshops on Zoom, par- 
take from your own home. 

Join us for puzzle of parenting 
workshops. All held virtually this 
fall. 

Email Playgroup Leader, Marti 
Wiechman at mwiechman@collabo- 
rative.org for the Zoom links. 

Positive solutions session four - 
teach me what to do! 

In this session we will define the 
concept of emotional vocabulary, 
identify feeling words and identify 
effective ways to teach feeling vocab- 
ulary, demonstrate the use of books 
to support emotional vocabulary and 
social-emotional development, iden- 
tify how the turtle technique can be 
used to cope with feelings of anger 
and disappointment, and learn how to 
teach problem-solving skills. 

Dates Nov. 12, 19 at 1 p.m. 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $66 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 


PORKLOIN RIBEND 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK SHOULDER PICNIC... > 1 0° 


USDA INSP. SMOKED HATFIELD 


WHOLE SKINLESS 


& SHANKLESS HAMS. Dis 


SLICED IN OUR DELI 


USDA INSP 


CORNED BEEF....cc....cces.... 40 
TAILSGATE SPECIALS 


USDA INSP STORE MADE ITALIAN MARINATED 


1/2 CHICKENS 


Dads rock! 

Being a father and parenting 
today can sometimes look very dif- 
ferent from what dads today may 
have experienced with their own 
fathers. This father/child program 
includes a discussion time with 
fathers on these changes, their expe- 
riences and ways in which they can 
promote their child’s healthy devel- 
opment and early learning experi- 
ences. 

Date Nov. 7, 2020 at 1 p.m. 

Granby Library’s Fall 
Playgroups on Zoom! 

Every Tuesday at 10 a.m. 

Join our playgroup leader, Marti 
live on Zoom for hands on sensory 
play, plus circle songs and story time. 

Everyone is welcome! Ideal for 
ages birth to seven years. 

Email Playgroup Leader, Marti 
Wiechman at mwiechman @collabo- 
rative.org for the Zoom links. 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF STRIPLOIN 
STEAKS 
4 


Holiday bazaar at 
St. Theresas Gym 


SOUTH HADLEY — Immaculate 
Heart of Mary is holding their 
Annual Holiday Bazaar at Saint 
Theresa’s Gym, located on 9 E. 
Parkview Dr., in South Hadley, on 
Saturday, Nov. 7, from 9 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. 

This is in accordance with the 
Board of Health restrictions limiting 
the number of shoppers in the room, 
social distancing and with hand sani- 
tizer stations throughout. 

The holidays are coming and 
shoppers will find décor for fall, 
Christmas and year round. Craft ven- 
dors will be there showing a vari- 
ety of items for cooking, jewelry and 
other accessories. Gift baskets and a 
lottery ticket tree will be raffled. Join 
us for fun and find a great holiday 
gift. 

For further info., contact the IHM 
main office at 413-467-9821. There 
will be ample free parking. 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 
BONELESS & SKINLESS 


CHICKEN THIGH somone AO 


TRAY PAK 





USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF SIRLOIN 
SPOON ROAST 
or STEAKS 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


WHOLE CHICKE 


USDA INSP. |QF FRESH 
BONELESS & SKINLESS 


CHICKEN TENDERLOINS. 9 7° 


TWIN PAK 88° 
PEPER EEREEGT lb 





$4“ 
lb 

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 


GROUND BEEF 





USDA INSP 2 LB BOX 


KAYEM HOT DOGS 


USDA INSP STORE MADE TERIYAKI MARINATED 
m6 


BEEF SKIRT STEAKG......ss:0000:-. 


9397 ix 


SALE DATES: 
11/5/20 - 11/11/20 





BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS « SELECTION * SERVICE 


USDA INSP. QF FROZEN 


SALAD SHRIMP COOKED 
PEELED, TAIL OFF..322..2/ 90 


£ 90 Meat Outlet & 


HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 


90 Avocado St. 
Springfield 
413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 
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Nov. update from the COA 


BELCHERTOWN - The following is 
an update from the Belchertown Council 
on Aging. 


BCOA launches iPad program 

The Belchertown Council on Aging is 
proud to announce a grant award 

received from WestMass ElderCare. 
BCOA has received $3,000 for the cre- 
ation of a tablet loan program to help 
combat social isolation during these try- 
ing times. 

The BCOA has launched “iSee 
You,” an iPad loan program. This pro- 
gram allows for a community member 
60 years of age or older to borrow an 
iPad in order to access current BCOA 
virtual programming, to video chat with 
family and friends, or to relax and enjoy 
playing games or taking online tours of 
museums and scenery. Have no experi- 
ence with using this type of technolo- 
gy? Instructions for use and handy user 
guides with images to follow along step 
by step will go home with each iPad. 
Both Executive Director Jessica and 
Program Coordinator Katy will be avail- 
able during normal business hours to 
assist by phone, or troubleshoot curbside 
at the Center Each iPad will be preset 
with easy to use icons to access available 
programming, and even contacts of your 
own for use with FaceTime to video chat 
with friends and family! 

All information specific to each user 
will be erased when returned and before 
being loaning out to the next user. Strict 
cleaning and disinfecting guidelines will 
be followed as well. Have questions about 
how this will go, about the equipment, or 
how quickly you can try this out? Give 
Jessica or Katy a call to reserve your 
“aSee You” iPad call 413-323-0420. 


Cookie sale 

The Nutrition Department offers a 
cookie sale every December. Purchasing 
these homemade goodies is a great way to 
save yourself some baking while support- 
ing the Center. Would you like to help? 

Donations of ingredients are very help- 
ful and much appreciated! If you are able, 
please consider donating any brand new, 
unopened packages of baking goods or 
cookie ingredients. 

For example - walnuts, pecans, vanilla, 
butter, flour, sugar, maraschino cherries, 
graham crackers, oats, etc. Pretty much 
anything that can go in a cookie is wel- 
come. 


Katy today to order your cookies. 


The BSCCA has a Facebook Page! 

The Belchertown Senior Citizens’ 
Center Association, better known as the 
BSCCA, the fundraising group for the 
Center has brought on a wonderful volun- 
teer to assist with the creation & adminis- 
tration of a Facebook page! 

For ease of finding the page, please 
search for “Friends of Belchertown 
Senior Center.’ You will find that there is 
a donation button which, when used, will 
send donations directly to the BSCCA and 
in turn, support the Center and all those it 
serves. 

In months to come, the BSCCA/Friends 
Group will add content and items for sale 
or auction from the crafters group. They 
hope to begin virtual fundraising while 
we await in person shopping. The BSCCA 
appreciates your support and thanks Sarah 
for her valued assistance! 


Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: When is the Center going to open? 

All Town buildings are current- 
ly closed to the public until further 
notice. No new information is available 
regarding the re-opening of town build- 
ings, but it 1s our understanding that due 
to the population we serve, and based on 
state and town phased opening plans, and 
Board of Health recommendations, it will 
still be some time. 

Q: You must be bored without anything 
going on? 

Contrary to what some may think, we 
are busier than ever. Staff members now 
do their own work, plus that of our valued 
volunteers to complete tasks. Each depart- 
ment has had to modify how the work is 
completed, while promptly meeting the 
needs of those we serve. Programming 
has gone virtual, food distribution pro- 
grams happen outside, meals on wheels 
has increased dramatically, transporta- 
tion continues with restrictions for safe- 
ty, grants and donations continue to be 
applied for and/or received and accounted 
for, and virtual and telephone _ trainings 
and appointments regarding essential ser- 
vices like insurances and fuel assistance 
are being conducted. As many services as 
can be offered are, and we appreciate your 
understanding and support as we navigate 
this together. 


Program schedule 
Amherst Survival Center Mobile Food 


Any and all donations are most appre- _‘ Pantry 
ciated. Please contact Laura directly to (ASC MFP): third Wednesday from 3 
schedule drop off at 323-0420 x 507. to 4 p.m. 


This year, pre-assorted boxes of cookies 
made fresh and ready for curb-side pick 
up will be available. Designated days and 
times for pick up which will be posted in 
the December newsletter. Pre-orders are 
required so the proper amount of cookies 
can be made. Please reserve your box(es) 
of cookies now through Monday, Nov. 
30 by calling Katy at 323-0420 ext. 501. 
Payment of $5 per box of cookies will be 
collected at pick up. 

Each box will include an assortment of 
at least, although not limited to, the fol- 
lowing cookies; peanut butter, thumbprint, 
cowboy, snickerdoodle, oatmeal corn- 
flake, soft gingersnap, butterscotch, fudge 
crinkle, whoopie pie and applesauce. Call 


Brown Bag: second Friday from 9 to 
11 a.m. 

Council on Aging Meeting: via goto- 
meeting - see calendar 

Decluttering Group: First Friday at 10 
a.m. via ZOOM 

Foot Care: second Monday by appt. 

Meditation: First Wednesday at 1 
p.m. via ZOOM 

Healthy Bones and Balance (HBB): Go 
Online: https://youtu.be/Gs3GFI8hnz8s 

Social Hour: Monday at 2 p.m. via 
ZOOM 

Tai Chi: Tuesday and Friday 11:15 
a.m. via ZOOM 


See COA, page 14 « 
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Last week the Belchertown Senior Center hosted a drive through birthday celebration for seniors who 
turned 90 or older in 2020. 


Council on Aging hosts birthday 





Mary and Dick Stedman stopped by the senior center last week 
for the birthday parade for folks who turned 90 or older. Mary 
Stedman says she’s not old enough to be celebrated during this 
party yet, but was happy fo ride along with the birthday boy. 


Lenny LaBarre stopped by to get his gift in cele- 


bration of his birthday. 


parties for nonagenarians 





BELCHERTOWN 
— On Oct. 26, staff of 
the Belchertown Senior Center 
c e lebrateqd 
with Belchertown residents turn- 
ing 90 years and older during 
2020. 

Each birthday cele- 
brant received a birthday 
card, gift and individu- 
al cupcake and ice cream. 
Typically, a large party is 
thrown for this celebration, but 
this year the gifts were ‘to go’. 

Program and Volunteer 
Coordinator Katy Martin 
said, “Although this isn’t the 
usual spoiling of these friends 
who we miss so much, we are 
thrilled to be able to celebrate 
their amazing milestone birth- 
days in any way we can.” 

“We are so happy to be able 
to continue offering as many 
opportunities for safely get- 
ting together as possible,” 
Executive Director Jessica 
Langlois added. “We wish 
everyone a very happy birthday 
this year and always.” 


Jean Mellin waves to say thank you for the drive 
through birthday celebration, but said she can't 
believe she’s reached the age where she can 
attend this party. 


WHY CHOOSE JIM POTTER? 
Jim Will Help Buy or Sell Your Home! 


Top Selling Multi Million Dollar 
Sales Agent for 12 Years 


e 28 Sold Transactions for 2016 
e 28 Sold Transactions for 2017 
e 32 Sold Transactions for 2018 
¢ Buying or Selling, you won’t be 
disappointed with my service. 
jimpotterrealestate.com e You ll Get Personal Attention from 
45 North Main St. ME from Start To Finish 


eo - 133937005 * NO TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED 


Jones Group A Portion Of Every Real Estate Transaction I have will be Donated to 
| Support Youth Sports in the Belchertown Recreation Department 





Your 
“Home” Town 
Realtor 


_ JIM 
POTTER 
413-221-5230 


jimpotter @ jonesrealtors.com 


This Holiday 
Season... 
‘Cla lamelamaal= 


Conversation! 


I A Hampshire 
) ( Hearing & SPEECH 


GET IN ON THE CONVERSATION 


HampHearing.com 
243 King Street, Suite 105 
Northampton, MA 
413-586-9572 
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Major points 

Although a handful of pub- 
lic officials attended the meet- 
ing, most of the 145 people who 
logged on for it were private cit- 
izens. Using slides to highlight 
the study’s findings and conclu- 
sions, the presenters explained 
their methods, and seemed to be 
making a conscious effort to dis- 
till some technical data into lan- 
guage more accessible to people 
not familiar with planning and 
government jargon. 

Cost estimates varied among 
the alternatives from $2.4 to $4.6 
billion. Sophie Cohen, who works 
with the consulting firm hired to 
assist MassDOT with the study, 
was tasked with providing the 
benefit-cost analysis. She provid- 
ed a snapshot of how she arrived 
at her findings. 

“We look at a handful of the 
benefits,’ she said. “One is travel 
time. And it’s based on the rider- 
ship we are expecting to get for 
each of the alternatives, as well as 
how much time they are expected 
to save on average per rider. We 
add all of those up, and then we 
apply a federally provided value 
of travel time savings. Similarly, 
for safety, really for safety — for 
most of the rest of the catego- 
ries, safety, vehicle operating cost 
savings, pavement damage — we 
are calculating the automobile 
vehicle miles traveled that would 
be saved by people taking rail 
instead, and applying some values 
for how many car accidents we 
think that will prevent, how much 
pavement, maintenance and gas 
and all of that, damage to the 
roadway and automobile emis- 
sions. On the flip side of that, we 
do also have to take into consider- 
ation the fact that there’s some of 
those things associated with the 
additional rail. There’s a risk of 
additional rail incidents. Risk of 
additional emissions associated 
with the rail. That’s all taken into 
account here as well. And then we 
add all of that up.” 

Ethan Britland, MassDOT 






TILTON AUTOMOTIVE 


(Orolaale)(-1K-waOmes-laule-) 





—— 
_— 
——— 


— 
— 
ae 
=. 
aon 
} 
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The public has until Nov. 19 to make an official comment with MassDOT on the proposed rail link that would have stops in 


Springfield and Palmer. 


co-project manager, said even 
more data is needed to give state 
lawmakers who will ultimately if 
the project goes forward a more 
accurate forecast of the impact. 

“So we wanted to recommend 
that more detailed study of eco- 
nomic and community benefits is 
conducted,” Britland said. 

“We looked at the alternatives 
in the context of a BCA because 
that’s the federal process for com- 
petitive funding. But we under- 
stand that there are other things 
such as the transformative nature 
of a west-east rail service: jobs, 
real estate, housing. So we under- 
stand that there are other things 
that could be looked at in more 
detail. And so while this study 
identified opportunities, bene- 
fits, impacts and challenges for 
west to east passenger rail ser- 
vice, MassDOT acknowledges 
that there’s further planning phase 
work that’s necessary to better 
understand some of the unknowns 
before we can initiate a project.” 


Asked during the question and 
answer period what kind of addi- 
tional data needs to be studies, 
Britland said it’s a broad spectrum 
to gauge both the potential impact 
and public interest. 

“So just reading off of the 
recommendations and the study 
itself, conducting surveys of both 
businesses and residents to under- 
stand market conditions. Riders 
demographics, fare sensitivity 
and other market factors,’ he said. 
[MassDOT would] work with the 
business community across the 
commonwealth and conduct addi- 
tional analysis to better under- 
stand and articulate the full range 
of potential economic benefits. 
This includes trying to understand 
post-COVID the new normal con- 
ditions. Working with local and 
regional governments, commu- 
nity members to facilitate land 
use decisions, new development 
supports and supported by rail 
transportation and that can make 
travel without automobiles more 


our, Lo 
us 


viable.” 

Britland also mentioned 
“Neighborhood workshops on 
community impacts, such as 
grade crossing and rail crossings. 
And so as we find out more infor- 
mation, we can update all of that.” 

Making their pitch 

Ludlow resident Andre Ferrara 
said he’s an example of someone 
who prefer to ride a train to work 
rather than drive. 

“T commute to right out- 
side of Government Station in 
Boston daily. And I see the one 
hour and 37 minute mark for the 
best option from Springfield to 
Boston,” he said. 

“And if you look at the time 
that it takes to actually drive to 
Boston it 1s convincing to actu- 
ally use the rail. Now, I know 
you used existing numbers that 
you guys have for commuting to 
forecast what the ridership would 
be, but that doesn’t take into con- 
sideration where, if you could 
reduce the time on these trips, it 






INES 


would actually drive up the use 
and decrease carbon emissions for 
people taking trains versus rail.” 

He also expressed a desire to 
see the state prioritize “Western 
Mass a little bit more.” 

Donald Blais, a Palmer resi- 
dent who has helped push for the 
study, said he wants less talk and 
more action. 

“T hope it was because there 
is growth opportunity here in 
Palmer and the region,” Blais 
said. He concluded with an 
impassioned statement. “We can’t 
delay any longer.” 

It was bad enough before the 
pandemic hit. It’s worse now. The 
budgetary, the economic impacts, 
we are going to be feeling if not 
already. So we can’t keep pushing 
further down the road. I’m glad 
Palmer is on all three options. I 
want to go faster option, but any 
option that includes Palmer and 
the surrounding region will be 
great for this area, because we are 
going to need it to get out of the 
damage from this pandemic. And 
so to everyone involved with this, 
thank you. I know there’s more to 
be done.” 

Lesser reiterated after the pre- 
sentation that he sees too many 
positive benefits not to see this 
through to completion. 

“Of course it is a complicat- 
ed project it will be an expen- 
Sive project, but a project that 
will transform our state and cre- 
ate exciting opportunities for our 
families,” he said. “And this proj- 
ect would be the single largest 
positive thing you can do for the 
environment by taking hundreds 
of thousands of cars off the road.” 

Want to be heard? 

To go on record with MassDOT 
with your comments about the 
proposed new rail line, includ- 
ing a Palmer station, go to https:// 
www.mass.gov/east-west-passen- 
ger-rail-study. The deadline to 
register a comment is Nov. 19. 

To find out what local advo- 
cates of the plan are doing and 
how you can get involved, visit 
the Citizens for a Palmer Rail 
Stop at palmertrain.org. 
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Expert Body & Fender 
Repair ¢ Painting 
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323-6664 
FREE ESTIMATES 
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Belchertown 
Visa-Mastercard Accepted 


= SWIFT RIVER = 


HEATING & OIL COMPANY 


Sheet Metal Fabrication 
Is Our Specialty 
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery 
¢ 24 hr. Burner Service 
¢ Replacement of Furnaces 
& Boilers 
@ omplete ° we ria ea 
. . enovations 
Septic Service LLC ¢ New Customer Discounts 


Jason Lafleur ¢ David Kibbe 413-323-4123 
413-323-4327 291 N. Liberty * Belchertown 


GENERAL e—> 


REPAIRS 
3 AMHERST RD. (RT.9) 
BELCHERT OW Magee 
323-5051 aaa 
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Little Friends 
Child Care Center 
5& Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 
Caring for Children 1 2mos. - 9 years 
Full day, before and 
after school programs 
morning preschool program 


413-323-8447 


Lic. # B3O9640 littlefriends39.com 


SEPTIC 
PUMPING 


e pumping 

e new installation 
e repairs 

e Title 5 inspection 


Year Round <& 
Enrollment 


STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC. 





Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs ¢ Snow Plow e Sanders 


GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER? 


Amherst Welding, Inc. 


330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA 


NAPA GOLD 
FILTER SALE 


Starting Nov. 2nd-16th 


Belchertown Auto Parts NAPA AUTO PARTS: ‘cet 
116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA = the Good 
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296 (With) AUTO PARTS Stuff 


Has All Your Fall Needs! 


Lawn & Garden, Great Lines of Paint & All the Necessities 
Weber Grills Assembled & Delivered 
The Best Flashlights on the Streets “Nebo Brand” 
Window & Screen Fixes & Glazed ¢ UPS Mailing & Packaging 


3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA 
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 to 6 ¢ SATURDAY 8 to 4, SUNDAY 10am to 4pm 


323-4521 





HARDWARE 


Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers 


Turley®, 


Publications, Inc. 


Call Maureen McGarrett 
at 413-283-8393 
or email: 
mmcgarrett@turley.com 
to advertise your 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate * Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles * Gutters 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing * Snow Removal “i iia \ 
Tel. 413-283-4395 ¢ Cell 413-237-9434 ===2247/ 


: iy = 
www.RobertsRoofsinc.com Trusted Name Since 1982 





TRAILER HITCHES 
SALES & REPAIRS 


Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic 


Community Newspaper 


ame orks 





DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 


Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts! 









business here! 


(413) 253-4867 
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‘Coming to America reading series at the Jones Library 


AMHERST —- Explore the immigrant 
experience and learn more about Yiddish 
literature in this online book discussion 
series at the Jones Library this fall, being 
brought to the community via Zoom, thanks 
to the Yiddish Book Center’s “Coming to 
America” reading groups for public libraries 
program. 

Linda Wentworth, head of collections 
at the Jones Library, will facilitate this 
book discussion series, using these books 
to explore the ways in which immigrants 
change the country, and the ways in which 
the country changes those who immigrate 
here. Through these discussions, participants 
will explore the range of immigrant expe- 
riences and how these experiences are por- 
trayed in literature. 

To register for this discussion series, 
email programs@joneslibrary.org. The 


book discussions will be held online via 
Zoom. Links for the discussions will be sent 
to registered participants the day before the 
discussion. Books are available to be signed 
out to participants in this discussion series, 
thanks to support from the Yiddish Book 
Center and the “Coming to America” pro- 
gram. There are limited spaces available, and 
registration in advance is required. 

Arrangements will be made for contact- 
less book pick-up at the Jones Library after 
registration. 

The discussion schedule is as follows: 

¢ Tuesday, Nov. 17 at 7 p.m. — Enemies, a 
Love Story by Isaac Bashevis Singer 

This book, written by a Nobel Prize- 
winning author, explores the life of Herman 
Broder, a World War II survivor, and his 
three wives as Herman navigates a com- 
plicated and resigned life in Yiddish New 


York City. This discussion will begin with 
Professor Ilan Stavans, from Amherst 
College, presenting an introduction to Isaac 
Bashevis Singer. 

¢ Tuesday, Dec. 15 at 7 p.m. — A Jewish 
Refugee in New York by Kadya Molodovsky 

Molodovsky, one of the most prolific writ- 
ers of Yiddish literature in the 20" century, 
brings us the story of Rivke Zilberg, who 
flees Poland after the Nazi invasion and uses 
her journal to describe the challenges of 
daily life in New York. 

¢ Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2021 at 7 p.m. — The 
Leavers by Lisa Ko 

To explore the Chinese immigrant expe- 
rience and reflect on the experiences of this 
large immigrant group in our community, 
this prize-winning novel takes us into the life 
of Deming Guo, whose immigrant mother 
disappears without a trace. 


UMass Amherst will make standardized tests optional 


AMHERST - Beginning with the spring 
2021 term and continuing for each spring 
and fall term through spring 2023, the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst will 
make standardized tests optional for its 
first year entering applicants. 

For the past several months, the univer- 
sity has monitored how possible, safe and 
secure it will be for students to take the 
SAT or ACT. 

James Roche, vice provost for enroll- 
ment management, said that in recent 
weeks it has become obvious that the chal- 
lenges to testing presented by the corona- 
virus pandemic will persist in the months 
ahead. 

“UMass Amherst draws applications 
from throughout the world and few, if any, 
states and countries currently offer testing 
sites that provide the access and safety 
that students, families, and schools have 


BOS - from page 1 


that you can wait two and half years until 
the next election for the town moderator 
slot and vote someone in you think is more 
appropriate, the second thing is that you 
can do nothing at all and let it go, and the 
third thing you can do is start a recall peti- 
tion and to do that they need to go to the 
town clerk’s office.” 

Boscher said he stands by his opinion 
he expressed at last week’s meeting and 
believes Halperin should step down. 

Selectboard member Nick O’Connor 
echoed Boscher’s point, adding that “elect- 
ed officials are accountable to voters and 
the people in the town.” 

Town Administrator Gary Brougham told 
the board that no papers have been taken 
out from the town clerk’s office to begin 
the process to recall the position. 

Assessor’s office employee to retire 

The selectboard received a letter noti- 
fying the board of an intention to retire 
from Laurie Atwell who has worked in the 
Assessor’s office. She’s been working there 
since Sept. of 1988. 

Turner asked if there would be a recruit- 


come to expect,” he said. “This is especial- 
ly true for students who already encoun- 
ter barriers in pursuit of a college educa- 
tion, including under-represented minority, 
first-generation, and low-income students. 
Given all these considerations, going test 
optional is clearly the right choice.” 

Historically, UMass Amherst has used a 
holistic review to evaluate applicants. The 
quantitative assessment component of that 
review was done using a formula that com- 
bined the applicant’s high school GPA and 
the best combination of test scores. Roche 
said the university’s research shows that of 
the separate components, the high school 
GPA is a stronger predictor of student per- 
formance, persistence and success; how- 
ever, it is also known that the combination 
of the two components provides an even 
stronger predictor than either the GPA or 
test score alone. 


ment process to replace Atwell. 

Barry replied that the group should begin 
the process “sooner rather than later.” 

Brougham said the legal ad is being put 
together to fill the position. 

“That position requires a high level of 
experience in that particular field, so (Town 
Assessor) John Whelihan is anxious to get 
that position advertised sooner rather than 
later so hopefully we can go through the 
process to get someone in the position to 
spend a little bit of time for an overlap with 
Laurie to make sure the transition is as 
smooth as possible.” 

Brougham added he would send Atwell 
a letter from the board thanking her for her 
Service. 

“T certainly think it’s appropriate she 
wishes to retire,’ Barry said. “We wish her 
Godspeed and we wish her well.” 


November schedule 
Addressing the fact there are five 
Mondays in Nov. as well as Thanksgiving, 
Turner brought up the board’s meetings for 
the upcoming month. 
“T don’t know if there are any specific 
concerns you had identified or if you have 


The Library Loft 
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We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 
HOurRS: 


Mes, NCard = ior 


Wed. 10am - 4pm 


Tire, MOBI > Ayal ° Wit, Cena aya 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 253-3330 ext. 100 
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The university has analyzed three years 
of data and more than 100,000 appli- 
cant records to develop a formula for its 
test-optional assessment that uses the high 
school GPA as the base. For applicants 
who either have or will submit test scores, 
UMass Amherst will compare the result 
of the formula with and without the test 
score included and give the applicant the 
highest value of the two. This test-option- 
al approach applies to all majors. As it 
always has, UMass Amherst will contin- 
ue to consider the rigor of students’ high 
school coursework in its assessment, espe- 
cially for courses that apply most directly 
to the applicant’s intended major. 

Additional information about UMass 
Amherst’s test-optional approach can be 
found at https://www.umass.edu/admis- 
sions/test-optional-policy. 


thoughts, we’ll see what you want to do,’ 
Turner said. 

Brougham said the board decided that on 
the months that had five Mondays that the 
board would not meet on the fifth Monday. 

“We made an exception to that rule 
recently, I don’t remember when it was,” 
Brougham said. “But recognizing the week 
of Nov. 23, for all intents and purposes will 
be closed from Nov. 25 to the week if for 
some reason you wanted to have a meeting 
on Nov. 30, we would only have one day to 
prepare the agenda following the Monday. 
Nov. 23 meeting.” 

O’Connor said the board should be meet- 
ing on Nov. 30 and “I hope don’t have to 
do this every time there’s a fifth Monday. 
We’re not meeting on the fifth Mondays.” 

Goals and objectives update 

O’Connor provided an update on the 
basketball courts, the pavement is in. 

“The polls are up for two full courts, 
that was one of the things we had talked 
about and Ed (Boscher) and I were going 
to take that and run with it this year with 
(DPW Director) Steve Williams,” he said. 
“There is a lot of progress there so nice 
job to the DPW and everybody. That helps 
pull that along this fall and we’ll be ready 
to have going in the spring and have two 
fully-functioning outdoor basketball courts 
there.” 

Boscher added that the Recreation 
Department and Williams are putting 
together a grant application to finish the 


The Jones Library is excited to offer this 
unique book group discussion opportunity, 
which has been made possible due to a grant 
from the Yiddish Book Center. The Yiddish 
Book Center’s “Coming to America” 
Reading Groups for Public Libraries is a 
program in which librarians arrange reading 
groups to discuss three books of Yiddish 
literature in translation, and one book related 
to an immigrant community served by their 
library. 

For more information, visit the event 
webpage at https://www.joneslibrary.org/ 
comingtoamerica or contact Janet Ryan 
at ryanj@joneslibrary.org. 

This series is made possible due to support 
from the Yiddish Book Center. The Yiddish 
Book Center’s “Coming to America” 
Reading Groups for Public Libraries is made 
possible by a gift from Sharon Karmazin. 
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Nov. meals 
Nov. 2 — Alaskan pollock 
Nov. 3 — Garlic chicken 
Nov. 4 — Ziti with Italian sausage 
Nov. 5 — Macaroni and cheese 
Nov. 6 — Pork roast 
Nov. 9 — Beef stew 


Nov. 10 — Chicken ala king 

Nov. 11 — Closed - no meals on wheels 
Nov. 12 — Potato pollock 

Nov. 13 — Spaghetti and meatballs 


Nov. 16 — Chicken drumstick 

Nov. 17 — Broccoli quiche 

Nov. 18 — Hot dog 

Nov. 19 — Turkey and gravy 

Nov. 20 — Chicken parm 

Nov. 23 — Lasagna 

Nov. 24 — Fish with crumb top 

Nov. 25 — BBQ Chicken 

Nov. 26 — Closed - no meals on wheels 
Nov. 27 — Closed - no meals on wheels 
Nov. 30 — Chicken Cordon bleu 


basketball court to finish the lights and 
lines on the second court. 

“Hopefully that will go before the town 
meeting and the town will be behind it,’ 
Boscher said. “That will finish it off com- 
pletely.” 


Town Administrators report 

Per Gov. Charlie Baker’s emergency 
order which requires businesses to close 
each night at 9:30 p.m., the town’s license 
holders will be notified of the change 
which begins on Nov. 6. 

“T don’t think many of them were staying 
open past that hour, but those that were 
were complying with the legal selling time 
and I believe that was 11 p.m.” Brougham 
said. 

He also called attention to an appoint- 
ment with an attorney representing an 
interested marijuana grower under the 
name of Sunflower Meadow. 

“The location is at 621 Franklin St. to 
the rear of an old farm building. The plan 
is to grow 25,000 square feet of cannabis 
in greenhouses,’ Brougham said. ““They’re 
also interested to raise up to two acres of 
cannabis outside. This is a very preliminary 
discussion. I think that there are going to 
be some problems with the outdoor compo- 
nent, but we will let them move through the 
proper channels.” 

A draft host agreement has been submit- 
ted. A virtual public forum has been sched- 
uled for Nov. 19 at 6:30 p.m. 
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the local 
businesses 
that support 
your local 
newspaper. 


Let them know 
you saw their 
ad in the 


Belchertown 
Sentinel 
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Olivia Plate tries to make a block. 
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the coronavirus pandemic, 
Belchertown has been in com- 
petition with some of the tough- 
est competition in the region. 
The Orioles were able to hang 
in a close game with Division | 
Minnechaug a couple of weeks 
ago. The Orioles have also faced 
tough teams like Longmeadow 


this season. 


PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


Mina Khan tries to guide the ball away from the Minnechaug midfield. 


BOYS SOCCER 


Rams get by Pioneers 
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Carter White fights for possession of 
the ball. 


TIM PETERSON 
Sports Correspondent 


PALMER—Sophomore goal- 
keepers Patrick French and Daniel 
Gauvin have split playing time for 
the Granby boys’ varsity soccer 
team this fall. 

French was scheduled to be the 
Rams starting keeper in a road 
match against the Pathfinder 
Pioneers. Gauvin was slated to 
replace him at the start of the sec- 
ond half. 

Those plans had to be scrapped 
by Rams head coach Todd 
Dorman after French was injured 
during pre-game warmups. 
Gauvin was inserted into the start- 
ing line-up and nearly posted his 
first varsity shutout, as the Rams 
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Eliza Rothstein makes her way to the sideline. 


Michael seekenon ake: a cane pass 
for the Rams. 


defeated the Pioneers, 3-1, last 
Monday afternoon (October 26). 
“We’ve been training two goal- 
keepers all season, which was 
very important in today’s match.” 
Dorman said. “Both of them are 
very good goalies and we’re look- 


Daniel Gauvin makes the save for Granby. 


ing forward to having them on 
our soccer team for the next two 
years.” 

Gauvin, who had started a cou- 
ple of matches, only had to make 
three saves in posting the Rams 
first road victory of the season. 


www.sports.turley.com 
FALL SPORTS 


More ‘red 
communities 
as fall season 
winds down 


BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — More communi- 
ties in Western Massachusetts 
have gone “into the red” 
during the past week thanks 
to what government officials 
are describing as increase in 
gatherings where people are 
not observing proper safety 
protocols. 

The actions have filtered 
down to high school sports as 
some communities in the red 
are forced to postpone or can- 
cel action. 

Holyoke has fully canceled 
the remainder of its fall sports 
season after spending three 
consecutive weeks labeled as 
“high-risk” for COVID-19 
spreading. Holyoke was in 
the red for the fourth time last 
Thursday. 

Joining Holyoke, howev- 
er, are a whole host of com- 
munities in the region. Last 
Thursday, it was revealed 
Agawam, Westfield, West 
Springfield, Granby, and 
Palmer had joined Holyoke 
with the designation. Chicopee 
remained in the red for a sec- 
ond straight week. Monson 
was red last week, and man- 
aged to move down a category 
to the yellow, moderate risk, 
designation. 

Per the results of the latest 
numbers, Granby and Palmer 
have temporarily ceased oper- 
ations for at least a week, and 
two in the case Granby. 

Athletic Director Alison 
Jordan said Granby will not be 





See FALL, page 17 











PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


It was also the Rams (2-4) sec- 
ond consecutive victory. 

“This is another good win for 
us,’ Dorman said. “We came out 


See RAMS, page 16 « 
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Racing will return to Thompson Speedway in 2021 


T H OM PS ON , 
Conn. — The high banks 
of Connecticut’s Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park 
will roar once again in 2021. 
American-Canadian Tour (ACT) 
and Pro All Stars Series (PASS) 
have announced a six-event 
schedule for the coming season 
that features the new Thompson 
Outlaw Open Modified Series. 

The Outlaw Open Series 
consists of half a dozen 
high-paying events for Tour- 
type Modifieds that are expect- 
ed to attract the top teams in 
the region. The series begins 
at the 46th annual Thompson 
Icebreaker from Friday, April 9 
to Sunday, April 11. A 150-lap, 
$10,000-to-win Outlaw Open 
Series event will highlight the 
weekend card. 

The stakes get even higher at 
the season-ending 59th annu- 
al Sunoco World Series of 
Speedway Racing from Friday, 
October 8 to Sunday, October 
10. ACT and PASS have orga- 
nized the return of the histor- 
ic Thompson 300, which was 
last contested in 2005. A $20,000 
minimum prize has been post- 
ed for the winner of the 300-lap 
showdown. 

In addition, ACT and PASS are 
selling $50 lap sponsorships for 
the Thompson 300. All laps that 
are sold will award the full $50 to 
the leader of that lap. This means 
a driver could earn up to $35,000 
that weekend. 

Four other events are scheduled 
in-between the Icebreaker and 
World Series. The additional race 
dates are Wednesday, June 16; 
Wednesday, July 7; Wednesday, 
August 11; and Wednesday, 


September 8. These dates were 
chosen to minimize conflict with 
other tracks and series in the 
region, allowing teams and fans 
to attend as many events as they 
wish. 

The Outlaw Open Series fea- 
tures at the Wednesday events 
will pay at least $5,000-to-win 
and potentially more. 
Furthermore, drivers and teams 
that attempt to qualify for all six 
events will be eligible for poten- 
tial provisional starting spots at 
the Thompson 300. 

“We think the Outlaw Open 
Modified Series is going to 
be huge for teams and fans,” ACT 
managing partner Cris Michaud 
said. “The open-event model for 
the Modifieds has gotten a lot 
of traction in recent years, and 
we got to see it first-hand at the 
most recent World Series. We’re 
especially excited for the return of 
the Thompsonxf 300. Somebody 


will be walking away with at least 
$20,000 that weekend, and it’s 
going to take the intensity to a 
whole other level.” 

Thompson Speedway’s 
local divisions will also be 
part of all six events, includ- 
ing the Sunoco Modifieds, 
Late Models, Limited 








Sportsmen/Street Stocks, SK 
Light Modifieds, and Mini 
Stocks. Although details are still 
being finalized, ACT and PASS 
officials hope to organize spe- 
cial events for the local divisions 
throughout the summer, giving 
each class a chance in the spot- 
light. 


A variety of touring series 
and open shows will also be 
part of the Icebreaker and World 
Series weekends. More infor- 
mation regarding all events will 
be announced over the coming 
weeks. 

“The most important part 
of all of this is that Thompson 
oval track racing will contin- 
ue,” PASS owner Tom Mayberry 
said. “We were very satisfied 
with how the Thompson 150 and 
World Series went in 2020, and 
those events showed the appetite 
is still there for racing in eastern 
Connecticut. With those events to 
build on, we think the excitement 
for Thompson Speedway is going 
to be even bigger in 2021. 

For more information about 
the American-Canadian Tour, 
contact the ACT offices at (802) 
244-6963, media@acttour.com, or 
visit www.acttour.com. You can 
also get updates on Facebook and 
Twitter at @ACT Tour. 

For technical information con- 
cerning all PASS divisions, and 
for media or marketing questions, 
please contact passracing @road- 
runner.com or visit www.proall- 
starseries.com. Don’t forget to 
“Like” the Pro All Stars Series 
on Facebook or follow on Twitter 
@PASSSLM14 to keep up with 
breaking news as it happens. 

For general Thompson 
Speedway inquires, call (860) 
923-2280, email oval @thomp- 
sonspeedway.com, or visit www. 
thompsonspeedway.com. You 
can follow Thompson Speedway 
on Facebook and Instagram at 
@ThompsonSpeedway or on 
Twitter at @ThompsonSpdwy. 





RAMS : from page 15 


and were able to control the game 
right from the beginning.” 

Granby got into the win column 
for the first time this season fol- 
lowing a 6-1 home victory against 
Ware on October 20. 

The Pioneers (1-4) also cele- 
brated a 1-0 victory at Ware on 
October 8. 

Pathfinder head coach Kevin 
Aldrich was satisfied with his 
team’s effort in the only meeting 
of the season against Granby. 

“We did play with a little more 
effort in today’s game than we 
did in our past several games,” 
Aldrich said. “We managed to 
keep them from scoring any goals 
during the second half.” 

A year ago, Granby posted a 
2-0 victory over Pathfinder, which 
was played a St. Joe’s Field. 

Granby is one of the com- 
munities within the Pathfinder 
Regional School district. 

The only member of the 
Pathfinder boys soccer team, who 
lives in Granby, is senior defender 
Wyatt Seibert. 

“Wyatt is one of our captains 
and he lives in Granby,’ Aldrich 
said. “He told me that he had this 
game circled on his schedule and 
he was extremely excited about 
it.” 

Despite a couple of early scor- 
ing chances by the Rams, last 
Monday’s match remained score- 
less until the end of the opening 
quarter. 

Granby junior Tyler Sudsbury 
broke the ice with four minutes 
remaining in the first quarter by 
blasting a shot into the upper 
right corner past Pathfinder senior 
goalkeeper Austin Tocci (10 


ee 


| ath el es 


i ee 


= 
hs 





Devin Bedard tries to steal the ball for Pathfinder. 


saves) for an unassisted goal. 

A couple of minutes later, 
Granby senior Nolan Sullivan 
beat three defenders in the box for 
a loose ball before putting a shot 
into the back of the net for anoth- 
er unassisted goal. 

In the middle of the sec- 
ond quarter, Pathfinder senior 
Devin Bedard lined a shot that 
was deflected off the crossbar by 
Gauvin. The ball came straight 
down and Gauvin was able to 
make the save before it crossed 
over the line. 

“Daniel did a very good job 
during the entire match,’ Dorman 
said. “He did make a big save 
during the first half, which helped 
protect the lead. We managed to 
keep the momentum after that.” 

The Rams would increase their 


lead to 3-0 a minute later follow- 
ing another unassisted goal by 
sophomore Roman Bullock. 

Both teams were held scoreless 
during the third quarter. 

A set shot taken by Pathfinder 
senior Ethan Farrar from about 
25 yards out six minutes into the 
final quarter sailed into the back 
of the net ending Gauvin’s shut- 
out bid. 

“It was a great shot by Ethan,” 
Aldrich said. “He scored a similar 
goal in our win against Ware.” 

The Rams outshot the Pioneers 
22-11. 


Roman Bullock fights through the 
middle of the field for Granby. 
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Air Force event to occur in 
‘Bubbleville’ at Mohegan 


UNCASVILLE, Conn. — The 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame announced today a revised field 
of teams and schedule for the 2020 Air 
Force Reserve Tip-Off Tournament. The 
annual NCAA men’s exempt tourna- 
ment sponsored by the Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference will now take 
place Saturday, November 28, Sunday, 
November 29, Thursday, December 3 
and Friday, December 4 at Mohegan Sun 
Arena in Uncasville, Connecticut. 

“The Hall of Fame Tip-Off 
Tournament has been held at Mohegan 
Sun Arena for many years with great 
success. COVID-19 and the uncharted 
college basketball restart has undoubt- 
edly brought many challenges, but we’re 
proud to have a partner and venue that 
provides us the opportunity to host this 
annual event under a new set of safe- 
ty protocols,” said John L. Doleva, 
President and CEO of the Basketball 
Hall of Fame. “We look forward to 
hosting this year’s field of teams in a 
bubble-like atmosphere at beautiful 
Mohegan Sun.” 

The Basketball Hall of Fame Tip-Off 
Tournament is split into two brackets, 


Naismith and Springfield. The Naismith 
bracket will play November 28 and 
29 and includes University of Rhode 
Island (Atlantic 10), University of South 
Florida (American Athletic), Temple 
University (American Athletic), Virginia 
Tech (Atlantic Coast). The Springfield 
bracket will play December 3 and 4 and 
includes University at Albany (America 
East), Drexel University (Colonial), 
Long Island University (Northeast), and 
Quinnipiac University (Metro Atlantic). 
Game times and television broadcast 
details and will be released at a later 
date. For more information, please visit 
www.halloffametipoff.com. 

The Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame and Gazelle Group are col- 
laborating to produce multiple college 
basketball games at Mohegan Sun from 
November 25 through December 5, 2020 
and have named the space “Bubbleville.” 
Bubbleville will house several events 
relocated and reimagined due to 
COVID-19 and provides a controlled 
environment with teams and event staff 
adhering to tribal, government, and 
NCAA health and safety protocols and 
testing requirements. 





Help feature your student-athletes 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


he fall season is nearing its end and 
Turley Publications has been all 
over the action. 

But with this unpredictable season 
there have been temporary or in some 
cases, permanent stoppages in play, and 
we still want to help feature your athletes, 
especially those who are seniors this year. 

We continue to ask for help on this sea- 
son in order to bring the best coverage we 
can possibly manage and fill our pages 
with names and color. 

We know that fans will be limited to 
the home crowds, but that is where you 
all come in. 

We have a limited number of staff 
to start the school year due to the pan- 
demic, and while we strive to get to as 
many games as possible, we cannot get to 
everywhere. 

If you are a parent, coach, or even 
player, and you have information or pho- 


tographs to share, we definitely want to 
hear from you. 

If you don’t see one of our photog- 
raphers at a game, please feel free to 
send your own action photos of games in 
order to bolster our coverage. If you are 
interested in regularly submitted photos, 
please do contact us. 

Otherwise, we would love to hear from 
anyone who reports scores, details, and 
any milestones that occur during this 
unprecedented season. Please be sure the 
information you provide us is accurate 
and check with coaches, if necessary, 
before submitting. 

Additionally, with the various senior 
games that have been held already or 
are still waiting to be held, we welcome 
submitted photos from those events and 
information about graduating seniors who 
participated in Fall 1 sports. 

We also encourage all coaches to sub- 
mit their results and details as much as 
possible. Send any and all information and 
photos for inclusion to sports @turley.com. 


Turley Sports joins Instagram 


Turley Publications sports department 
has recently joined Instagram. You can find 
our account by searching “turleysports.” 
We will regularly feature samples of pho- 
tos that you will see in our publications 
on a weekly basis. Please follow and share 


FALL - from page 15 


able to play high school sports for at least 
two weeks. Granby fit in a pair of soccer 
games with South Hadley last Wednesday 
afternoon prior to the state numbers com- 
ing out. Because of daily COVID-19 
test numbers coming in, Granby town 
officials were aware of the fact the town 
would soon be labeled high-risk. This is 
the second time Granby is in the red. It 
happened prior to the high school season 
in early September, but only lasted for 
one week. 

Due to local protocols, sports had to be 
shut down. The same is true in Palmer, 
where games are postponed through at 
least Thursday, Nov. 5. Games Friday 
are still on the schedule in hopes Palmer 
gets out of the high-risk designation when 
new numbers are released on Thursday. 


with your friends and loved ones. We will 
be featuring photos from all 11 of our 
sports sections in the coming weeks, but 
as always, you can see all the photos that 
appear by subscribing to your local paper 
or picking up a copy in your community. 


However, Pathfinder Regional remains 
playing this week. Pathfinder, which has 
students in numerous communities in the 
surrounding area, is located in Palmer. 

Agawam, Westfield, and Chicopee con- 
tinue to play sports despite their high-risk 
designation. 

However, in the case of Chicopee, 
if the city continues in the red this 
Thursday, both Chicopee and Chicopee 
Comprehensive could be forced to shut 
down their sports at least temporarily. 

Agawam remains playing into this 
week, though their schedule is set to wind 
down in the next week or so with the final 
week and a half remaining for makeup 
games. 

The fall season is set to conclude on 
Nov. 20. There are no postseason tourna- 
ments planned, including any league tour- 
nament through the PVIAC as of press 
time. 


— OBITUARY 


Donna Kaplan 


BELCHERTOWN -— Donna passed 
away on Sunday, Oct. 18, 2020. 

Born in 1951, she is survived by 
her siblings Sandy, Bub, Buster, and 
Richie, her sons Keith and Shawn, 
her daughter-in-law Shinobu, and her 


granddaughter Sayuki. 


Donna was a long-time resident 
of Belchertown, until relocating to 
Washington state to be with her fam- 
ily and soon to be granddaughter. She 
was a constant positive presence in 
her granddaughter’s life and showered 


her with affection. 


She loved to read in general, but 
mysteries in particular. What brought 
her the most joy in her life, though, 


The Sentinel 


OBITUARY POLICY 





was conversations with her family, 
conversations filled with laughter. She 


was also amazingly generous and was 
probably happiest when getting ready 
for Christmas, her favorite holiday. 
Donna will be immensely missed 
by all her family and friends. 
There will be a private family cere- 


mony in her memory. 


i PUBLIC NOTICES 


Public Hearing 

Legal Notice 
Belchertown Zoning 
Board of Appeals 

In accordance with the 
provisions of Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 40A, 
Section 11 the Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday 
November 18, 2020 at 6:30 
PM. 

This hearing will be held 
on the application from Henry 
Clement requesting a special 
permit §145-69 to replace the 
existing foundation and house, 
and a variance §145-68 Article 
V Dimensional Regulations, 
for front, side and rear yard 
reductions in setbacks at 573 
Federal Street Belchertown, 
MA Map 102 Parcel 21 
Zoning District LR. 

A copy of the applica- 
tion may be inspected on the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
Website at Belchertown.org 

Any Person interested and 
wishing to be heard can access 
the meeting on November 18, 
2020 @ 6:30 PM or in Writing 
and mailed to ZBA P.O. Box 
670 Belchertown, MA 01007- 
0670 

New Meeting 

Wed, Nov 18, 2020 6:30 
PM - 7:00 PM (EST) 

Please join my meeting 
from your computer, tablet 
or smartphone. 

https://www.gotomeet.me/ 
MaryGrenier/new-meeting 

You can also dial in using 
your phone. 

United States: +1 (224) 
501-3412 

Access Code: 981-161- 
293 

New to GoToMeeting? 
Get the app now and be ready 
when your first meeting starts: 
https://global.gotomeeting. 
com/install/981161293 

Mark Hebert Chairman, 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
10/29, 11/05/2020 


Pluck 


NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC AUCTION 
SNOW’S SELF 
STORAGE LLC, will sell at 
Public Auction at 746 Bay 
Road, Belchertown, MA, all 
the personal property stored 
in its facility by: 
David Barrows — SEA13 
Sothea Som — M31 
Tanner Gregory — RB7 
Joshua Vermette — M58 
At 10:00 am, Saturday, 
November 28, 2020, at 
the premises of SNOW’S 
SELF STORAGE LLC, 746 
Bay Road, Belchertown, 
MA, by Warren Schreiber, 
Auctioneer, as Agent for 
Snow’s Self Storage, LLC. 
Snow’s Self-Storage 
reserves the following 
rights: to bid at the public 
auction, to refuse any and 
all bids, or to cancel the 
auction at any time for any 
reason. 
11/05, 11/12/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampshire Division 
15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01060 
(413)586-8500 
Docket No. HS20P0561EA 
Estate of: 
Daniel Michael Stebbins 
Date of Death: 

June 02, 2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interest- 
ed in the above captioned 
estate, by Petition of Peti- 
tioner Susan J Stebbins of 
Belchertown, MA. 

Susan J Stebbins of 
Belchertown, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being 


MEMORIALS 


haluchsmemorials.com 
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





DEATH NOTICE 


Donna Kaplan 
Died: Oct. 18, 2020 
Services are private 


administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro- 
bate Code without supervi- 
sion by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regard- 
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu- 
tion of asset and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict- 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

11/05/2020 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 





Cemetery Memorials ¢ Markers 
Granite Benches 
Religious Statuary ¢ Outdoor Display 


RAY HALUCH INC. 
Ludlow, MA 


583-6508 


Aynpathy Oe, ‘ Unrangements 
CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 





Ai SEASONED’ FIREWOOD 
Prompt Delivery and Competitive Pric- 
ing. Call now S & K 413-267-3100 


CORD WOOD Debarked and bark- 
on firewood, Seasoned & Green. Tree 
Removal Services. Call for Pricing 978- 
423-2889 www.CentralMassTree.com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
Classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wani- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 


hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2***xxxx*A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 


WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 










a: 


Givi 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 










FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


_) MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone: 
State: Zip: 
X per week rate = $ 
LI VISA 4 Discover Ld Cash Ll Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 









Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 


for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 






BELCHERTOWN 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 

www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


MAKER 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 






HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


BROOKFIELD 














EAST 
BROOKFIELD 






STURBRIDGE 
















Suburban 
: 59,000 


Residential 


Circulation: 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 





Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price se 
Addasecond ZONE __*10.00 eines 
Adda third ZONE ___*5.00 Cat 
Subtotal = 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


ENVY YARD MAINTENANCE 
Lawn mowing, Spring/ Fall clean-up, 
mulch, shrub trimming, general yard 
maintenance, etc. When quality and 
service matter call Nick 413-386- 
5014 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior Dis- 
counts. Call anytime (413)267-1996, 
(413) 246-7999 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 


Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 
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RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


A PERSONAL CARE ATTEN- 
DANT needed in Palmer for fe- 


male. Very nice job. $15.75 hr. Call 
413-283-2508 





Devereux is looking for individuals 


who may want to open their home to 
an adult with disabilities. The goal is to 
place an individual in a home where 
they will develop life skills, experience 
opportunities in the community, and 
feel safe with the support of the pro- 
vider. We consider our providers as 
part of our team. We are committed 
to ensuring clients are well matched 
with our providers prior to placement 
and offer 24 hour support services. 
Providers receive a stipend based on 
the needs of the individual. If you are 
interested in more information contact 
Maureen at 413-209-7677. 





NOW HIRING OIL burner service 
technician. Full-time position includes 
Benefits, insurance, Company Vehicle. 
Requirements- Oil Burner Technicians 
License, Experience preferred. Con- 
tact Tim Reeves at Sherman Oil 508- 
867-7447, shermanoil@ aol.com. 


WATER QUALITY AND SERVICE 
MANAGER The town of Monson is 
seeking a full-time Water Quality and 
Service Manger to provide techni- 
cal work to operate and maintain the 
water and sewer systems. License 
requirements include Massachusetts 
CDL Class B Driver's, Hoisting 2A, D-2 
and T-1 Certified Operator of Drinking 
Water Facilities. Minimum 5 years’ 
experience as certified operator with 
experience in both treatment and dis- 
tribution aspects; and supervisory ex- 
perience. 10 days paid vacation after 
90 days continuous employment, sal- 
ary min $24.93 max $31.13. Contact 
the Monson Water & Sewer Dept. at tel. 
(413) 267-4130, fax (413) 267-4106, or 
e-mail monsonws@monson-ma.gov. 
To obtain a Employment Application 
visit www.monson-ma.gov Forms & 
Documents / Water & Sewer Depart- 
ment. Completed applications will be 
accepted at the Monson Water & Sew- 
er Department, 198WD Main Street, 
P.O. Box 388, Monson, MA 01057 until 
filled. This Institution is an equal oppor- 
tunity employer. 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HUNTING! 


Find it in our 
Classified section! 





























HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
*Extra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 
6 


EQUAL HOUSING Cv 


OPPORTUNITY 


Large Studio sized room for rent. Pri- 
vate home. Paring, utilities, small re- 
frigerator included. Walking distance 


to stores. Nicole (781) 315-2936 


STORAGE 


SELF STORAGE - WARREN/WARE 
Lowest prices, new units! Call Mary 
(413) 531-3722. Securestoragema. 
com 


WINTER STORAGE Brand New Fa- 


cility Ware. Boats, RV’s, Jet Skis. 
(413)531-3722 Mary 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


Buying? 

Selling? 

Our Classifieds 
Get Results! 


BLIC NOTIC 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 








ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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AUTO BODY 


REECE AUTO BODY Com- 
plete Auto Body, Paint 
& Repair” auto glass, 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
413-323-6664. 





ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
CENTER. PC/Macs, 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413- 
323-1122. John Alix, Owner. 


BUSINESS SERVIC 








R EF C TT O R YY 


HAIRDRESSER 


COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 
413-323-6012. Great cuts for 
men and women $17.00. A full 
service hair salon. Open Tue- 
Sat., evening hours available. 


HEATING & AIR 


CONDITIONING 


WHITING ENERGY, Est. 1870. 
Complete Fuel Oil Heating 
Service. 24 hr. 7 days a week 
service. Call 413-323-5737. 


BELL & HUDSON INSUR- 
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 413-323-9611, 
800-894-9591. Fax 413- 
323-6117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health. 








OUTDOOR POWER 


EQUIPMENT 





BOYDEN & PERRON INC. 
Sales and service, Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41 South Whitney St., 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 253-7358. 


PLUMBING SERVICES 


D.F. PLUMBING 
& MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTORS are 
now offering plumbing 
services to Belchertown and 
surrounding town. Scheduling 
appointments Monday-Friday, 
8 am to 4pm. Call 413-323- 
9966. 





ROBERTS ROOF CO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
413-283-4395 
www.robertsroofsinc.com 


UR 


R.M. NIETUPSKI 
TEMPORARY DUMPSTERS, 
10-30yards for removing con- 
struction, demolition, metal 
and household debris of all 
types. Serving Belchertown 
and all surrounding towns. 
(413) 283-4333. 


AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower repairs. 330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
413-253-4867. 





TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393 
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Carved jack-o-lanterns lined the sidewalks | Donated jack-o-lanterns had a variety of Jack-o-lanterns donated for the Belcher- 
and roundabout at Chestnut Hill Community carvings including this bat in front of the town Public Schools pumpkin patch were 
School and Swift River Elementary school as moon.The pumpkins were on display for donated to Ruby Ranch following the event 
part of the first Belchertown Schools pump- _— people to see while driving by Chestnut Hill last Friday. 
kin patch drive through event last Friday. Community School and Swift River Elemen- 
tary School. 


L 


) » 


WAaTeaS 


— | © 
>} PKINS 
mah | eS NUS 
= - Cars lined up to see jack-o-lanterns carved 


: ) | > BL ‘a * by members of the community and donat- 
< ed to the Belchertown Schools pumpkin 
AU ae, r = =m ) patch last Friday. 


Members of the Chestnut Hill Commu- 
nity School Parent Teacher Organization 
donated pumpkins which were carved = 
by teachers after school on Friday, Oct. 

30 The pumpkins were on display on a 

tow truck donated by Hampshire Towing. 


G 
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PHOTOS BY 


MELINA BOURDEAU Volunteers dropped off jack-o-lanterns at Chestnut Hill 


Community School and Swift River Elementary School as 
part of the first Belchertown School pumpkin patch. 
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you say so, but because they can significantly impact your child’s happiness, health, and safety. 
For tips on how—and when—to begin the conversation, visit: 
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his year more than ever, parents and caregivers will be leading the 
discussion on substance abuse prevention during Red Ribbon Week. 





The ribbons around town provide an opportunity for young people to ask 
what the ribbons are for and for adults to take the opportunity to have a 
conversation about the use of drugs and alcohol. 





www.ludilowcarescoalition.org 


